PRINCIPLES FOR THE GREEN TACOMA PARTNERSHIP
A Statement Unifying Tacoma and its citizens for viable, healthy network of open spaces, sustained by the community throughout Tacoma

WHEREAS: The City of Tacoma has a wealth of public open spaces and natural areas that contribute to a high quality of life; and
WHEREAS: Natural areas provide numerous economic, social and ecological benefits; and
WHEREAS: These remnant natural areas within the Puget Sound region are rapidly declining in acreage and in habitat quality; and
WHEREAS: Invasive species such as English ivy, blackberry, Laurel, Scot’s broom and Holly are preventing native species regeneration; and 
WHEREAS: Without a concerted restoration effort, the City of Tacoma’s natural areas will lose significant forested canopy and biodiversity within the next 20 years; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

We are committed to an open space and natural area management program that embodies the following principles:

1) Open Space and natural areas will be managed to provide and optimize valuable services, including: 

a. Passive, non-motorized Recreation

b. Health benefits

c. Storm water retention

d. Carbon sequestration

e. Increased property values

f. Improved air quality

g. Decreased overall energy consumption.

2) The Program will manage natural area and open space acquisition, restoration and maintenance across all public agency ownerships;

3) The Program will promote and support Community-based stewardship;

4) The Program will be managed as a public-private partnership, The Green Tacoma Partnership, between City Agencies, MetroParks, civic and environmental nonprofits, and the citizens of Tacoma;

5) We the undersigned commit to support and advance the principles and goals of the Green Tacoma Partnership;
Adopted this __th day of _________, 2007.





ATTEST:

