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Vision  

“Conserving and sustaining 
natural areas for the benefit and 
enjoyment of current and future 
generations.”
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The City of  Kirkland has a considerable wealth of open space, 
parks and greenbelts. These natural areas strengthen local 
neighborhoods, improve property values, and make com-
munities more attractive and vibrant. Over half of Kirkland’s 
open space is forested natural area. These urban forests provide 
numerous “green services” such as cleaning our air, filtering 
our water, and preventing erosion.

Historically, development was seen as the biggest threat to natural areas. Public agencies, 
governments, land trusts and nonprofits have all worked steadily over the years to reduce this 
threat by purchasing and “preserving” these properties—setting them aside to allow nature 
to function on its own. However, we are quickly learning that the mindset of leave nature to 
itself does not work in the urban environment. Invasive plants, litter, changes in surrounding 
land use, pollution, and passive management are reducing nature’s innate ability to function 
naturally. Our urban natural areas are disappearing and with them go critical services such as 
reduced storm water flows and lower greenhouse gases.

The City of Kirkland is fortunate to have 503 acres of publicly owned parklands that include 
372 acres of natural areas. Natural areas are places that have native habitat—forests, streams 
and associated vegetation, and wetlands and their buffers. Natural areas, as defined by the City 
of Kirkland’s Comprehensive Park, Open Space and Recreation Plan (2001), provide unique 
natural resources and critical urban wildlife habitat. They are part of offering our citizens a bal-
anced park system through passive recreation such as non-motorized trails, bird watching and 
interpretive educational programs. Our focus for this plan are the forested natural areas.

Executive Summary
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Kirkland’s Forested Natural Areas
The people of Kirkland care about their forests. Kirkland’s parks 
and natural areas make the city a great place for families and they 
revitalize neighborhoods. Research conducted by the University 
of Washington shows that homes adjacent to open space areas 
have property values 15% higher than other areas (Wolf 2007).

It is easy to see why parks and natural spaces are so val-
ued. Trees sequester carbon—remove it from the atmosphere 
reducing greenhouse gases and purifying the air. Wetlands 
and streams naturally retain and filter water, preserving water 
quality for our drinking supply and for fish and wildlife. Forests 
throughout the city intercept rain water and slow the rate of 
stormwater flows. In fact, it has been estimated that if forested 
natural areas were removed from the Seattle area, roughly $1 bil-
lion of constructed infrastructure would have to be built (Green 
Seattle Partnership 2006).

Our green spaces also have a less measurable, but no less 
important, impact on the well-being of the community. It is 
healthy and enjoyable for people to be able to walk in parks 
and connect with nature: a connection that research shows can 
improve both mental and physical health.

Why Do our Forested Natural Areas Need Help?
Trees in our parks are dying. Many of Kirkland’s forested natural 
areas are dominated by big-leaf maples that are 80 to 100 years 
old and reaching the end of their lifespans. Historically conifers 
(Douglas firs and Western red cedars) were removed by logging 
or development. The evergreens that remain are all about the 
same age. In addition, the understory in many forested natural 
areas are heavily infested with invasive plants species such as 
English and Atlantic ivy, blackberry, and bindweed. These inva-
sives have blanketed the understory and prevented native trees, 
shrubs, and herbaceous plants from taking hold. 

Research based on the Green Seattle Partnership and anal-
yses conducted by Seattle Urban Nature (SUN) indicate that if 
we do nothing to help our forests, most trees will die within the 
next 20 years. After 100 years, we will be left with an “ivy desert.” 
Parks will likely be devoid of other natural vegetation and cov-
ered only by invasive species. The result is what biologists call 
an ecological “dead zone.” Dead trees and vegetation covered in 
ivy provide habitat unsuitable to most native wildlife , and valu-
able ecosystem functions are impared or reduced.

We Must Reverse the Trend
Results of the tremendous volunteer effort at Carillon Woods Park 
Left is the site before volunteers work. Right is the site after volunteers pulled ivy and prepared the site for planting with native 
species.  
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The Solution: The Green Kirkland Partnership
The Green Kirkland Partnership was developed in response to 
the crisis in our urban forests. The partnership is a 20-year pro-
gram that will draw on City of Kirkland resources, volunteers 
and partners such as the Cascade Land Conservancy to restore 
city and publicly-owned forests. Under the program, we will  
1) restore and maintain our public forest; 2) educate and engage 
the community in ongoing forest stewardship and 3) ensure sus-
tainability. Elevated by civic and community leadership and the 
vision and skill of our public agencies, we will in the next two 
decades restore all of Kirkland’s forested natural areas.

An important element of livable, attractive communities is 
greenspace. The parks, trails, and greenways that give city resi-
dents recreation opportunities and a connection to nature help 
sustain a vibrant urban life. At the heart of the Cascade Land 
Conservancy’s Cascade Agenda, a 100-year vision for conserva-
tion and economic growth in the Pacific Northwest, is building 
livable urban communities. With its focus on forested parkland, 
the Green Kirkland Partnership will play a key role in meet-
ing that goal.

The Green Kirkland Partnership will first focus on for-
ested natural areas. These areas prove easier in the near term 
to address with volunteer and staff resources. As the program 
develops, additional natural areas such as wetlands and shore-
lines will be addressed. In the mean time, these other natural 
areas will be part of other City of Kirkland programs such as 
the Shoreline Master Program, Capital Improvement projects, 
Surface Water Management projects, critical area regulations, 
and Vegetation Management Plans including the Juanita Bay 
Park and Forbes Creek Vegetation Management Plans.

The Partners
Many groups contribute to the Green Kirkland Partnership, 
each important to the future of our green spaces. These groups 
include the citizens of Kirkland, the City of Kirkland, the 
Cascade Land Conservancy, park visitors, as well as business, 
youth, faith-based, and nonprofit organizations and the greater 
Kirkland community.

The Plan
This 20-year strategic plan to restore Kirkland’s forested nat-
ural areas uses the Green Seattle Partnership as a model. The 
Green Kirkland Partnership plan, which is presented in this 
document, outlines the steps necessary to create a sustainable 
forest restoration program in Kirkland. The plan includes the 
partnership’s goals and objectives and defines the resources 
needed for implementation. 

Planning for this document included an analysis of 
Kirkland’s publicly-owned forested natural areas and the abil-

ity of our citizens to contribute as stewards to that effort. We 
held a public meeting and surveyed the community for input on 
where and how we should develop the program for restoration 
and acquisition, and for building volunteerism. The feedback 
was exceptional, and these ideas have been used throughout the 
document. These public comments will also further help deter-
mine goals and objectives for annual plans.

The document is divided into four basic sections:

The Problem: Invasive species–overviews of the threat to 1.	
Kirkland’s forested natural areas

The Solution: The Green Kirkland Partnership–description 2.	
of partners and their roles 

Implementation: Detailed description of the program 3.	

Adaptive Management: Brief overview of this concept4.	

The Executive Summary and the appendices offer, respectively, 
a synopsis of the program and in-depth information on some of 
the work completed to prepare the plan.

Green Kirkland Partnership Goals
The following are Green Kirkland Partnership’s goals:

Restore Kirkland’s public forested natural areas by remov-•	
ing invasive plants and replanting native trees, shrubs, and 
ground covers for the sustainability of the forest and its 
habitat

Build the community’s capacity for long-term stewardship •	
of the forested natural areas through increased public aware-
ness of and engagement in, protecting, restoring, and helping 
to maintain healthy forests

Implement an Environmental Education and Outreach pro-•	
gram to educate and engage the community in stewardship 
projects 

Create a sustainable volunteer stewardship program for ongo-•	
ing restoration and care of our forested natural areas

Identify and protect additional forested natural areas that •	
provide important ecological and public benefits

Establish resources to sustain the program for the long-•	
term

In the future, extend the program to non-forested natural •	
areas such as emergent wetlands and shorelines

Educate citizens and landowners about the benefits and value •	
trees provide and the importance of protecting and steward-
ing trees and forested natural areas




