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EDITOR’S NOTES
With this edition of the Cascade Land Conservancy Newsletter you will see a number of 

changes to the format. All are designed to make the Newsletter more informative to the CLC 
membership and the conservancy’s many friends.

As you know, the organization is growing with many new faces on CLC’s staff and among 
the organization’s 4,000 members. Many of us newcomers know the conservancy has done great 
work in the past, but are unaware of the specifics. 
■	 The Newsletter now will be a “Looking Back” feature on some of the great projects the CLC 

has accomplished over the years. The first is a look at CLC’s role in the creation of the East 
Lake Sammamish Trail. It is near a reality, but few remember that it probably would not have 
happened without the conservancy’s early involvement.

■	 Another change is the CLC Forum. The conservancy and the land conservation movement 
face a number of big issues in the future. The forum is a way to talk about some of the big 
issues facing us here. The first one was a logical choice—how does the recently unveiled Cascade 
Agenda, a big regional plan, apply to the ongoing work of the CLC. 

■	 A third change is a regular feature on some of the people who make the organization work, 
called “CLCers.” People featured will range from members of the Board, staff members, trustees 
who labor in their respective counties, friends and volunteers. The first choice here was also 
a logical one—Maryanne Tagley-Jones, a generous donor, Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors 
and self-described “chief cook and bottle washer.”

I hope you like the changes and find the Newsletter a useful and interesting report on the 
Cascade Land Conservancy.  Your comments and suggestions are always welcomed.

—Steve Dunphy, Communications Director—and one of those newcomers trying to learn more 
about the organization.

N E W  F E A T U R E S  I N  T H E  N E W S L E T T E R
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Cover photo: Work party at the“Two Sisters Return” 
property near the top of Snoqualmie Falls. 
Volunteers Janet Wall and Dianne Siasoco.  
Photo: Mark Chambers

DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS,
I was out at the Black Diamond Bakery for the Black Diamond agreement 

you’ll read about elsewhere in this Newsletter. Of course, we had to gather 
for the usual photo op. The only trouble with this was that it was with a 
bunch of horses. Now some of you may know that horses and I just don’t 
get along—nothing about the animals or the people who ride them or anything—we just don’t 
mix well. It made me uncomfortable to be in front of dozens of horses even for an important 
photo session. (Editor’s note: there were only six horses.)

My discomfort aside, the Black Diamond agreement is really quite significant for this 
organization. We played a key role in it happening even as we stepped back a bit from the 
limelight as the announcement was made.

It’s a good example of how the Cascade Agenda can—no, make that will—work in the future. 
There will be other projects to talk about in the months ahead that make the same point—all 
that work on producing the Agenda will pay off for us in the long term, not just as an organization, 
but as a region too.

Horses may not be my favorite animal. But they area good analogy for what we are up to these 
days. Horses are big and strong. They have endurance. They are able to carry people on their 
backs a long way. That’s the Cascade Agenda—a big idea. An enduring idea. One that can carry 
the region a long way. No wonder there is some giddyup in my step.

Gene Duvernoy, President



Cascade Land Conservancy’s mission 
is to protect our region’s wild and 
open lands to sustain the natural 
beauty and health of the environment, 
now and for generations to come.

About the Newsletter: This newsletter 
is published by Cascade Land 
Conservancy three times a year, and is 
provided as a benefit to members, 
contributors and other friends of CLC. 
All rights reserved. Send comments and 
ideas to steved@cascadeland.org.

S u m m e r  2 0 0 5 3

The Great Race…sort of

Printed on recycled paper with vegetable-based inks

King  County  
Communi ty  Trustees
Mark Boyar
Geoff Clayton
Cheryl Conklin
Nona Ganz
Jim Greenfield, Chair
Brad Kahn
Doug McClelland
Kartini Moran
Harry Morgan
Thomas O’Keefe
Dave Russell
Maryanne Tagney Jones
Karen Turner Lee
Rolfe Watson

Ki t t i tas  County  
Communi ty  Trustees
Jim Armstrong
M. Taylor P. Cantieni
Kelly Clark, Chair
Tom Cottrell
Katie Fitch
John Morrow
Sonya Pope
Tami Walton

Pierce  County  
Communi ty  Trustees
Ken Batker
Ione Clagett
Pat Fetterly
Tom Galdabini
Ron Hendry
Al Jordan
Kris Kauffman, Chair
John Olson
Nancy Pearson
Herb Stumpf
Debbie Young
Allan Zulauf

Snohomish  County  
Communi ty  Trustees
Ann Boyce
Steve Dean
Larry Ehl, Chair
Jay Goodwin
Peter Jackson
Kent Langabeer
Ralph Mackey
Sonia Thompson
Dave Ward
Chuck Woods

 COMMUNITY 

TRUSTEES
 COMMUNITY 

TRUSTEES
DEAR FRIENDS,

It has been a remarkable couple of months for the Cascade Land Conservancy. 
The list of accomplishments, most highlighted in this newsletter, are 
impressive. They include the roll out of the Cascade Agenda (which has 
captured regional and national attention), our largest and most successful 
annual awards breakfast (with 1300 of our closest friends in attendance), and the announcement 
of a ground-breaking transfer of development rights project in Black Diamond. The success of a 
great organization like the Cascade Land Conservancy requires extraordinary leadership, staff, and 
membership. We have been blessed with all three.

I’d like to take an opportunity to thank some of the many unsung heroes in the organization, my 
colleagues on the Board of Directors. You see their names in each edition of the Newsletter. But by 
and large the board is invisible to the general membership. That’s the way it should be. But an 
organization such as ours could not function as well as it does without a strong, committed board. 

The board meets monthly at 7:30 a.m. It provides invaluable oversight and direction for all CLC 
activities. In addition, board members somehow find time to tour properties, attend committee 
meetings and annual retreats, participate in fundraising and stewardship events, and serve as CLC 
ambassadors in numerous community outreach activities. 

This is a time of transition for our board. We say goodbye to several dear friends who have left 
the board during the past year and thank them for their valuable service. Thanks to Phil Barrett, 
David Bowen, Fred Burnstead, Lloyd Fetterly, Peter Jackson, Mark Johnson, Fred Kiga, Karen 
Lee, Sonya Pope, and Dave Ward. Fortunately, several of our outgoing members have joined our 
county trustee groups and will remain active with CLC. We warmly welcome newcomers beginning 
their service with CLC, including Rollie Bernth, Jeff Brennan, Kelly Clark, Jon Fitterer, Janet 
Gaines, Bill Lynn, Peter Newland,Greg Smith, and Debbie Young. 

Thanks to all for helping to create an organization that is making a real difference.

John Howell, Chair

The Cascade Land Conservancy fared well in the second annual Mountain to South Greeway relay race with 
the CLC team finishing with “at least 10 teams behind us,” according to Maryanne Tagney-Jones.

The team consisted of Maryanne, King County Board member and trustee (trail runner); Nona Ganz, King 
County Trustee (kayak paddler); Kris Kaufman, Pierce County Board member and Trustee (kayak paddler); Harry 
Morgan, King County Trustee (mountain bike and unexpected road bike segment); Pico Cantieni, Kittitas County 
Trustee (mountain bike and also road bike).

“At the end of the day we were all tired but very happy to have completed the 53 mile course in just under 
five hours,” Maryanne said. “Unfortunately there were no age categories or we would have won the pink 
cadillac—or something.”

For the record, the ages represented were 54, 57, 59, 61 
and 63. Maryanne declined to link ages with any individuals. 

The kayak team rocked. When the CLC team hit the water 
there were eight teams ahead of them, but when they finished 
they had passed seven of them. Harry Morgan and Pico 
Contieni somehow missed an exchange point, so Morgan 
continued to peddle, completing both the mountain bike 
segment and the road segment.

CLC plans to enter again next year.
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Recreation is an important part of the Cascade Agenda. The nearness of the mountains 
is one of the things that makes the quality of life here so important. A solitary hiker 
crosses a log bridge along the North Fork of the Taneum River in Kitittas County.
 

Photo by Charlie Raines
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A GREEN BLUEPRINT NEAR SEATTLE
—By David S. Broder
Sunday, June 19, 2005 

SNOQUALMIE, Wash. — When summer visitors come to 
the viewing platform to see Snoqualmie Falls, one of Washington’s 
main tourist attractions, few of them realize they are also looking 
at an example of a unique and successful land management and 
planning exercise.

The falls are backed by more than 100 acres of lush and 
unscarred green forest, once destined for commercial and housing 
development by Puget Western Inc. and the city of Snoqualmie. 
But the Cascade Land Conservancy, a private nonprofit, stepped 
in and bought the property for $13.3 million.

It was something of a gamble, said the conservancy’s president, 
Gene Duvernoy, because the sum was twice the net worth of his 
organization. “We were a little over our skis,” he said. But having 
nursed the organization through its first four years from its start 
in 1989, working out of the attic of his house, the former New 
Yorker was accustomed to improvising.

His strategy was to “solve the problem by enlarging it.” He first 
approached Weyerhaeuser Co., which had recently built 3,000 
homes on a nearby tract but had agreed with the city, as a condition 
for that construction, to defer building Phase 2 of the project, 
where sewer lines had already been installed, for 20 years.

Duvernoy struck a deal. The conservancy went to the city 
fathers and persuaded them to let Weyerhaeuser build Phase 2 
now, rather than wait 20 years, in return for the company’s 
financing 90 percent of the purchase price of the tract behind the 
falls. He then went to King County officials and got them to 
transfer development rights on 3,000 acres of land along Highway 
18 that the county wanted to protect to the Phase 2 land, allowing 
more density of housing. The county in turn transferred the 3,000 
acres to the conservancy for safekeeping.

When Duvernoy walked me through the transaction on a recent 
visit to the falls, he called it a “win-win-win-win deal” for the 
city, the county, the company and his own organization. It reflected 
“the unbridled strain of civic commitment in our region, with 
progressive business leaders, talented elected leadership and 
engaged citizens,” he said.

Now the conservancy is testing that commitment with an 
enormously ambitious plan, made public last month, called
the Cascade Agenda. The plan, looking ahead to a century of 
growth expected to double the population in a four-county region, 
aims to make almost 1.3 million acres of forests, farms and stream 
beds in the Cascades foothills—an area 24 times the size of

Seattle—permanently off limits to developers. And it aims to 
foster the healthy growth of the cities and towns within the region.

The agenda, hammered out in a year-long series of community 
forums, relies less on regulation than on market-based tools, 
notably swaps of development rights of the kind exemplified by 
the Snoqualmie transactions.

The project is expensive—about $7 billion in current dollars—
because it requires compensating landowners who give up 
development rights on their property. But the creators of the 
blueprint say it can be financed in phases by boosting the annual 
local and state government expenditures for conservation, now 
estimated at $50 million a year, to $70 million.

Because the acquisition of development rights would ideally 
come in the early stages of the process, the conservancy is backing 
legislation in Congress that would allow groups like itself to issue 
tax-exempt bonds. Bills for that purpose have passed both the 
House and Senate, but never reached the president’s desk.

While the emphasis is on preserving the natural environment 
that accounts for the region’s appeal, and the farms and orchards 
that were there long before such industries as Boeing Co. and 
Microsoft Corp. appeared on the scene, the agenda recognizes its 
essential urban component.

“We can only succeed at this conservation vision if our cities 
and towns really become magnets for our region’s future population 
growth,” Duvernoy wrote in a recent newspaper op-ed. “If cities 
and towns truly become family-friendly, with good roads and 
schools and nearby jobs so that we want to live within them and 
not outside them, the pressure on our critical landscapes will be 
at a level our market-based strategies can manage.”

The scale and ambition of this project make it nationally 
significant. That it has even the possibility of success speaks 
volumes about the character of this region and its leadership.
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REGIONAL UPDATE

Nine years ago, the Cascade Land Conservancy, King County 
and the City of Black Diamond started looking at land around 
the Southeast King County town owned by Plum Creek Timber. 

In June, the fruits of those early efforts were realized with the 
signing of the Black Diamond Open Space 
Agreement, which conserves about 2,500 acres 
in the Black Diamond area, increases recreational 
opportunities and fosters wise development in 
the growing Southeast King County town.

The agreement also is the first example of the 
power of the Cascade Agenda, which calls for 
such cooperation between conservationists, 
government and business to implement the 
Agenda’s 100-year program.

 “This agreement proves we are right, it proves we can do it,” 
said Gene Duvernoy, president of Cascade Land Conservancy. 
“The agreement also cascades into future development. It does 
not end here.”

Duvernoy spoke at the famous Black Diamond Bakery before 
about 60 people. Outside, a dozen horseback riders and mountain 
bikers celebrated the agreement which includes preservation and 
expansion of a regional trail network in the Black Diamond area 
used by horse-back riders, bicyclers and hikers.

King County Executive Ron Sims, Mayor Howard Botts of 
Black Diamond and Bob Jirsa, Director, Corporate Affairs, 
Plum Creek Timber Company joined Duvernoy in announcing 
the agreement. 

The agreement will protect 1,600 acres of forestland known 
as Ravensdale Ridge, conserve 15 miles of hiking, biking and 
equestrian trails, contain growth within the urban area, and 
complement that growth with more than 500 acres of open space 
and parks within the city. The Ravensdale Ridge land will also 
act as the local match to secure $3.6 million of federal Forest 
Legacy Program funds that will conserve thousands of additional 
acres of working forestland southeast of Black Diamond.

CLC was an important broker in making the agreement come 
together. Early on in negotiations around the Black Diamond 
Urban Growth Area Agreement, it turned out to be nearly

impossible to achieve the needed 543 acres of open space. But 
CLC and other parties innovatively brought together several 
separate ongoing negotiations that resulted in the agreement 
announced Tuesday.

Duvernoy said the key 
element in making the 
agreement work were the 
parties involved and their 
willingness to cooperate. 
Progressive companies 
such as Plum Creek and 
political leadership from 
King County and Black 
Diamond made the 
agreement work, he added.

To assist in proper conservation of the Ravensdale Ridge area, 
Cascade Land Conservancy will provide stewardship for the area 
and ensure that forest practices protect valuable wetlands, stream 
corridors, forested lands and wildlife habitat.

“I think little old Black Diamond has done a first rate job,” 
Duvernoy said, “of insuring that it continues to remember its 
history and traditional sense of place – where it came from and 
who it serves. But it also meets the future in a way that creates 
a great small town.  All the while supporting and complementing 
the conservation of lands to its east.  It is a job well done indeed.”

 

CLC plays key role in landmark open space agreement
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Cascade Agenda is both regional tool and CLC blueprint
The big tent. Broad, diverse steering committee. More than 4,500 people involved from 

the four counties of King, Kittitas, Pierce and Snohomish. A significant regional initiative. 
“Bigger than anything, a 100-year quest,” trumpeted the headline in the Seattle Times.

www.ca s cade l and .o rg

Those were some of the comments heard in May when 
the Cascade Agenda was unveiled and released to the 
public. It was rightly recognized for its vision and power, a 
100-year program to serve the region for the next century, 
conserving land, fostering wise development and 
maintaining a strong economy.

As the agenda program is rolled out, it will remain a broad 
regional program. Organizations, governments and businesses 
will be urged to endorse it. Action groups will form around 
various issues to push specific strategies ahead.

The Cascade Land Conservancy, as one of the lead 
organizations in the Agenda process, was delighted with the 
reception the vision received following its release at CLC’s 
annual Conservation Awards Breakfast. For the CLC, however, 
the Agenda raises an obvious question: How does this broad 
regional program apply to the organization itself? 

 “The Agenda points the way for us,” said Gene Duvernoy, 
president, at a recent staff meeting. “Everything we do 
from here on out can be tied to the Agenda. It is the plan 
that will lead us to our ambition to achieve significant 
regional conservation.”

The Agenda then becomes a kind of blueprint for the 
work of CLC and many other organizations going forward. 
CLC already has accomplished an impressive range of projects, 
using many of the tools described in the Cascade Agenda 
on a smaller scale. The idea is to use the same tools but on 
a much larger, region-wide scale, moving toward achieving 
the goal of conserving more than 1.26 million acres.

All this occurs at interesting times. A number of recent 
articles have foretold the death of environmentalism. 
Candidates and issues supported by environmental groups 
no longer carry the day. The Economist, a London-based 
business magazine, said the movement’s mantra of “legislate, 
regulate, litigate” does not work any more.

 “Market forces could prove the environment's best friend—
if only greens could learn to love them,” the influential 
magazine recently said in a cover article about the environ-
ment.  The CLC already is well beyond the Economist, 
recognizing for some time that market forces are a strong 
ally in achieving significant conservation and promoting 
economic growth.

Duvernoy sees three big 
tasks ahead for the conser-
vancy as it begins to roll out 
the Agenda and make it a 
part of what we do. The tasks 
reflect the dual nature of the 
Agenda—it is both a regional 
program and a blueprint for 
future work by the CLC. 	
The tasks:
■ 	There is an important role 

for public organizations in 
this effort so we must better 
coordinate the current 
levels of public spending. 
Then add to that spending 
a variety of new tools such 
as mitigation banking and 
conservation development.

■	 For timberland and 
farmland still producing 
revenue from harvests, we 
need to implement new 
financing tools, such as tax 
exempt bonds, to preserve 
those areas. 	

■	 And most exciting—and most challenging—is the need for 
new markets that allow the trading of new value created by the 
Agenda, such as development rights or the carbon sequestration 
in forests. For example, an efficient market in transfer of 
development rights (TDR) will allow the region to move 
development rights from lands we want to conserve to those 
lands best suited for development.

What is transfer of development rights? It is a tool that can be 
used to shifts the future development potential from one piece 
of property to another piece of property. It’s a powerful mechanism 
to protect agricultural lands, forest lands and natural areas.



7S u m m e r  2 0 0 5

An Agenda is both a call to action and a work plan. We 
see this as a work plan for the region. It is the beginning, 
not the end. We have no choice—to do less is to ignore 
the demands and rights of our children and grandchildren. 
We can leave them an incalculable legacy—the legacy of 
a region that got it right.

That sounds like a big order for a small conservancy 
working in four counties of Washington State. But if the 
Agenda is successful the CLC will be successful too in 
achieving its stated mission of “protecting our region’s 
natural heritage…now and for generations to come.”

It is.

But it is also important to remember that we are not in 
this alone. The Agenda can set the tone for what the CLC 
does for years to come, but the Agenda also set out a program 
for the region for 100 years to come.

Bob Drewel of the Puget Sound Regional Council sees 
the Agenda as a tool to help organizations like his. For 
example, the PSRC does transportation and regional 
growth planning. Drewel said the Cascade Agenda plays 
a key role by adding the environmental/quality of life element 
to the equation.

Other environmental groups also will play a role. King 
County and the Trust for Public Land recently announced 
a "greenprint" program, which uses a computerized geographic 
mapping system to create a land acquisition strategy. The 
program will allow county staff working in different areas—
farmland, forestry, flood control or trails—to immediately 
see the ecological benefits of lands under study.

It’s a program that fits nicely into the “toolbox” the Cascade 
Agenda is assembling to make the program a reality.

Cascade Agenda is both regional tool and CLC blueprint

Along with the transfer 	
of development rights, a 
conservation easement is 
placed on the “sending site” 
preserving the land from 
development and keeping 	
it as working forest or 
farmland. 

But this ambitious 
conservation plan won’t work 
unless we make our cities 
vibrant and vital, providing 
a magnet for many of the 
3.5 million people coming 
this way during the next 
century. The process has 
already begun with 
developers at South Lake 
Union, in South Seattle and 
in Tacoma working with 
farsighted public officials to 
push those projects. Cities 
already are thinking this 
way—the Green Seattle 
Partnership, for example, is 
a program to restore more

than 2,500 acres of forested parkland over the next 20 years. 
It is easier to restore the parkland and greenways we have 
rather than add new areas. 

We have high hopes for the Cascade Agenda. Citizens, 
businesses, and community leaders throughout the region 
have told us it's what's needed to take on a job this big. It 
changes the debate and frames a new regional discussion. It's 
a commitment to working closely with business leaders, 
because conservation and quality of life are two sides of the 
same coin.

An Agenda is both a call to action 
  and a work plan. 
       We see this as a work plan 
    for the region. 
  It is the beginning, not the end.
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It was big news in May—King County had received final 
permits to allow construction to begin on the East Lake 
Sammamish Trail.

After years of legal battles, the former Burlington Northern 
right of way, stretching between Issaquah and Redmond, 
was not set to become the final link in a loop around lakes 
Washington and Sammamish that reaches all the way west 
to Elliott Bay.

Lost somewhat in some of the hoopla about permitting 
and the construction was the role of the Cascade Land 
Conservancy in the creation of the trail. In 1997, CLC started 
this ball rolling when Gene Durvernoy, president, was able 
to assemble $2 million of loans and purchased the line from 
BNSF as an operating railroad.

“Over the next 18 months we engaged in a very adversarial 
and costly administrative procedure in front the U.S. Surface 
Transportation Board to receive rail-banking designation so 
the line could become a trail,” Duvernoy recalled.

This process took the CLC to the U.S. 9th circuit court of 
Appeals more than once, but the organization finally secured 
the corridor as a trail and sold it to King County in the fall of 
1998. 

“What a battle,” said Duvernoy. “From there, King County 
leadership, especially King County Executive Ron Sims, has 
been relentless is its pursuit of the public’s interest on this 
trail corridor.” 

Duvernoy said a host of board members really weighed 
in on this effort. Carol James—board chair at the time – 
skillfully steered the organization through a number of difficult 
situations. Mark Johnsen, Jerry Henry, Rick Cocker, Jim 
Greenfield, Terry Lavender and Maryanne Tagney-Jones 
were each “superlative,” Duvernoy said.

“I am proud of our role in this legacy project,” Duvernoy 
said.

Ownership of the rail line was not without incident. 
Duvernoy recalled a telephone call from King County Police 
who said the crossing guards for the line kept coming down 
on busy Lake Sammamish Boulevard East. As owners, the 
police wanted something done about it.

Durvernoy and several board members went to the rail 
line, but did not know anything about how to shut off crossing 
guards. “We finally just started cutting wires,” Durvernoy 
said, “and finally it stopped. We raised the guards manually.”

SNOHOMISH COUNTY C O N S E R V A T I O N  U P D A T E

The Cascade Land Conservancy purchased 200 acres of high alpine habitat 
in the Cascades near Index, Snohomish County Thursday, acquiring a key 
in-holding in the proposed 106,000 acre Wild Sky Wilderness Area.

CLC acquired the land for $110,000 through generous donations from 
The Cascade Conservation Partnership, the Mountaineers Foundation and 
other private donations. The land is high alpine terrain entirely surrounded 
by the Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest in an area called Jump-Off 
Ridge.

The land will be transferred to the U.S. Forest Service to be managed as 
part of the Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest until the proposed Wild 
Sky Wilderness legislation is adopted.

The Wild Sky proposal, which would protect 106,000 acres of mountain 
and forestland near Index, Gold Bar and Skykomish, has been the careful 
work of Democrats Sen. Patty Murray and Rep. Rick Larsen, with the 
critical input and support of former Republican Rep. Jennifer Dunn. 

In 2004, the bill passed the Senate and but failed to win House approval 
after a competing plan was offered.

The wilderness area would protect larges tracts of low-elevation old growth 
with some trees more than 300 years old. The region also includes high 
alpine lakes and more than 25 miles of salmon and steelhead spawning 
streams as well as habitat for other wildlife including mountain goats.

The land acquired Wednesday is in two parcels—160 acres and 40 acres—
in steep mountain terrain in an area called Jump-Off Ridge. It is owned 
by Longview Fibre Co., which also has a number of other inholdings—
privately owned land inside the boundary of a national park or forest—
which the CLC and its partners are hoping to acquire over time.

“Acquiring this land is important for the long-term outlook on the Wild 
Sky Wilderness Area,” said Gene Duvernoy, president, Cascade Land 
Conservancy. “Acquiring inholdings like this only serve to make the 
wilderness area more complete when it is approved by Congress. We will 
continue to work with the delegation to get the Wild Sky Wilderness Area 
approved.”

Duvernoy said the land also supports other CLC initiatives such as the 
Cascade Foothills Initiative and the Cascade Agenda. Both call for the 
preservation of such important low land forest areas in the Cascades.

“It is especially important to the Cascade Agenda,” Duvernoy said. “The 
Agenda is a program to serve the region over the next century with preserved 
land, wise development and a strong economy. Lands acquired within the 
potential Wild Sky Wilderness Area add to the recreational opportunities 
that so many come to this region to enjoy.”

“This is great news for the future of Wild Sky and the visitors who will 
enjoy its beauty for years to come,” Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) said. “I 
greatly appreciate the Cascade Land Conservancy’s preservation of these 
lands. I will continue to work in the Senate to make sure this area is protected 
for the health of our environment and the enjoyment of future generations.”

“I am committed to protecting Wild Sky, and I am so pleased to see the 
Cascade Land Conservancy’s strong efforts to ensure the future of conservation 
of Wild Sky and other open spaces in the Pacific Northwest,” said U.S. 
Rep. Rick Larsen (D-WA).

CLC got Sammamish Trail on the road

www.ca s cade l and .o rg

Wild Sky purchase to boost 
wilderness area
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NEWS AND EVENTS

Mother Nature: “Blame Mother Nature?!!!
After all I’ve done for you, this is how you talk about your 
Mother? You’d think you kids were raised in a barn. I get 
blamed for everything. Half of you treat me like a battering 
ram, and the other half like a scapegoat. Well, neither one 
of those creatures exists in nature, and I ought to know. 	
They are from your own over-active imaginations. Why don’t 
you start putting those imaginations to good use thinking of a 
nice gift for your Mother! Just look at these nice people at 
the Cascade Land Conservancy, now these people know 
how to treat their Mother right! They just help me and 
get everyone to see the whole thing sensibly. And look 
how much they’ve accomplished for me.
Cascade Land Conservancy is the rare organization 
with both. They have a track record of success and
a vision for the future.
And Honey, your Mama is a complexwoman with 
complex needs.

It was shortly after 8 p.m. on Wednesday, May 18, when 
the first of the Cascade Land Conservancy staff and 
volunteers began arriving at the Westin Hotel. It was 
going to be a long night.

This year, a large evening event the night before the 
May 19th Breakfast prevented staff from setting up the 
ballroom in advance. Most of the set up would have to wait 
until after 11 p.m.—eight hours before the event started—
to set up tables, audio visual, staging and registration. 
Yikes! 

Breakfast organizer Allison Riese had volunteer teams 
and jobs already lined up—late night crew, early crew 
and clean up—yet it was only hours before the event that 
critical elements fell into place.

Volunteers from CLC’s Board, Trustees, HomeStreet 
Bank, EarthCorps and Puget Sound Energy augmented 
the CLC staff. When the doors opened at 6:30 a.m., it 
was show time!!

Over than 1,250 supporters, public officials and business 
leaders gathered for Cascade Land Conservancy’s 10th 
Annual Conservation Awards Breakfast where the 
Conservancy presented six awards and unveiled The 
Cascade Agenda, a regional 100-year plan to conserve 
more than 1.26 million acres in King, Kittitas, Pierce and 
Snohomish counties. 

Top corporate sponsors included Preston Gates & 
Ellis, Principal Sponsor; Nextel, Presenting Sponsor; 
and Davis, Wright, Tremaine, Audio/Visual Sponsor. 
They are joined by 80 other generous corporate and 
private sponsors.

“This is a big day for us,” said Gene Duvernoy, CLC 
president. “Not only do we honor current champions of 
conservation, we also look to the future with a plan that 
we believe will have a transforming impact on the region 
over the next century.”

CLC’s Awards Breakfast has become the state’s largest 
gathering of conservationists and the awards are regarded 
as among the most honored and cherished by the region’s 
environmentalists and conservationists. 

The Awards Breakfast raised a record $380,000 for 
operational revenue to support Cascade Land Conser-
vancy’s mission to protect our region’s wild and open 
lands to sustain the natural beauty and health of 	
the environment.

CLC has conserved 140,000 acres of critical land-
scapes throughout our region over the past decade and 
is working on projects to conserve another 200,000 
acres. And Mother Nature did have something to say 
about all this!

D o n ’ t  b l a m e  M o t h e r  N a t u r e
Breakfast is great success as Mother Nature helps raise record contributions

T h e  2 0 0 5  a w a r d s :
Frank Pritchard Lifetime Achievement Award  ■  Issaquah Alps Conservation: Harvey 
Manning, Brian Boyle, Randy Revelle and Bruce Laing. This award acknowledges an 
extraordinary partnership to create recreational areas in the Issaquah Alps including 
Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park, King County’s largest park with more than 
3,000 acres of forestland and 35 miles of trails. Together, these four demonstrated the 
spirit of public service exemplified by Frank Pritchard for whom this Award is named.

Stewardship Award  ■  Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust. The Greenway Trust was 
formed to protect the 100-mile scenic landscape along I-90 between Seattle and Central 
Washington. Since 1990, the Greenway Trust has set aside 125,000 acres from development 
and another 90,000 acres have been protected by conservation easements.

Community Service Award  ■  Steve Dean, who has been a tireless advocate working 
to conserve Snohomish County’s 1,000-acre Robe Canyon Historic Park, located east 
of Granite Falls. Dean organized volunteers to construct the 3.5-mile Lime Kiln Trail 
which traces the abandoned railroad grade as it follows the river deep into the moss-
draped forest.

Innovative Conservation Project Award  ■  Shared Strategy for Puget Sound, a partnership 
with local communities across Puget Sound to restore our salmon runs and the health 
of our water environments. Shared Strategy facilitates local communities to join together 
to develop plans to save a species from extinction.

John H. Stanford Education Achievement Award  ■  Judit Molnar-Logan, White Center 
Heights Elementary School. Judit spearheaded cleanup of Hicks’ Lake, creating a 
curriculum of hands-on learning for her 4th, 5th and 6th graders. Her students actively 
participated in the lake’s restoration process, and helped conduct scientific monitoring, 
trash removal and tree planting.

New Directions for Livable Communities Award  ■  Starbucks Coffee Company for its 
Neighborhoods Parks Program. Since 2000, this program has granted over $400,000 to 
the improvement of parks in King County. “This program offers Starbucks partners, 
customers and neighborhood organizations a great opportunity to work together to 
improve the quality and vitality of the communities in Starbucks’ hometown,” says Cos 
LaPorta, VP for Operations.
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Maryanne Tagney-Jones Title
Tagney-Jones said she and her husband, David, one of the first 

employees at Microsoft, lived in Toronto and San Jose before 
coming here. “In both places, we saw farmland and open spaces 
being gobbled up without thinking,” she said, “and when we 
came here we realized it was going to happen here, too.”

Tagney-Jones worked as a reporter for the Snoqualmie Valley 
Record, covering many of the issues of the day including the 
early work that led to the preservation of the Tiger Mountain 
area. Harvey Manning, one of the winners of CLC’s Frank 
Pritchard Lifetime Achievement Award this year for his work on 
the “Issaquah Alps,” recognized her work and recommended her 
to be appointed to regional planning groups.

After that, “I was involved,” Tagney-Jones said.

Looking at CLC, Tagney-Jones said that raising the money to 
keep the important work of the organization going is the hardest 
part. But she sees great things ahead.

“We have incredible leadership and vision at both the staff level 
and the board level,” she said. “We are not looking around for 
things to do. We have a very good idea of what we want to do 
and we can accomplish it.”

The political will to continue to push for more open space also 
is important, she said, acknowledging the work done by political 
leaders in the region so far. “We have to keep the political will 
for change alive,” she said. “We have to keep the public informed 
and engaged.”

Tagney-Jones lives in Preston, where she has helped in an effort 
to keep the former logging town from being overtaken by suburban 
development. 

“We also have the last 18 acres of undeveloped property at 
Lake Sawyer,” she said, “and we are planning to keep it that way.”

Agenda 
Honor 
Roll

CLC’ERS

The Cascade Agenda could not have been realized without 	
the work and support of many individuals.  The Cascade Land 
Conservancy is beginning with this Newsletter a regular 
recognition of the people who made the agenda possible—	
 the Cascade Agenda Honor Roll.

www.ca s cade l and .o rg

What better place to begin the Honor Roll than in the Legislature.
Rep. Hans Dunshee has been recognized by many conservation organizations for his past 

support of the environment, we want to especially thank Rep. Dunshee for his support of 
the Cascade Land Conservancy, and specifically the Cascade Dialogues Project.  The 
Dialogues benefited from substantial funding support as a result of his efforts.  He was 
instrumental in supporting the Poverty Hill Project and Skookumchuck projects.  

Of course, no one accomplishes anything alone in the Legislature, and we want to also 
recognize and thank Senator Margarita Prentice, Chair of the Senate Ways and Means 
Committee, Rep. Helen Sommers, Chair of the House Operating Budget Committee, and 
Senator Mark Doumit and Senator Karen Fraser, their aid and support is greatly valued.

Maryanne Tagney-Jones was walking 
through the aisles of a Whole Foods 
Supermarket recently buying food for a 
Conservation Circle tour of estuary land near 
Tokeland on the weekend, a sort of fitting 
place to talk about her involvement with the 
Cascade Land Conservancy.

“I am definitely chief cook and bottle washer 
for CLC,” she said, trying to decide which 
kind of Cliff bar she should buy. “John (Howell, 
Board Chair) used to worry about me but he 

has finally realized I enjoy doing it and he leaves me alone.”

Tagney-Jones may be chief provider of food for CLC events, 
but she has proved to be an effective board member, having served 
on the board since 1997 when she was recruited to join the group. 
A long-time open space advocate before her involvement with 
the CLC, she said the organization fit into her vision of a region 
with open space and little sprawl.

Tagney-Jones has a long history of giving back to her community 
since she arrived here in the early 1980s. 

In a guest columnist piece in late 2004 in the Seattle Times, 
Phyllis Campbell of the Seattle Foundation noted that Tagney-
Jones’ work for the environment has taken a new tack.

“Making a contribution to Earthday Network,” Campbell 
wrote, “she helped to recruit a nontraditional group of 
environmental advocates: Latino agricultural workers in Eastern 
Washington. Through education about pesticide use and a voter-
registration drive, workers were empowered to become advocates 
for their own health and safety, and the state's newest 
environmentalists.”

That’s the kind of person Tagney-Jones is.

Of course she has also been described as “an environmental 
activist easily recognizable by the red (sometimes purple) streak” 
through her black hair. “I used to do my hair that way,” she said. 
“But I decided I had to grow up.”



STAFF NEWS

1 1S u m m e r  2 0 0 5

 CONTACT 

INFORMATION
 CONTACT 

INFORMATION

Gene Duvernoy, President
(206) 292-5907 ext. 107   gened@cascadeland.org

Leslie Batten, Senior Project Associate 
(206) 292-5907 ext. 116   leslieb@cascadeland.org

Peggy Bill, Senior Conservation Director, 	
Snohomish County

Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 105
Snohomish County Office: (425) 339-8007
peggyb@cascadeland.org
Derek Birnie, Community Outreach Program Mgr.
(206) 292-5907 ext. 114   derekb@cascadeland.org

Pieter Bohen, Stewardship Director
(206) 292-5907 ext. 115   pieterb@cascadeland.org

Natalie Cheel, Executive Assistant
(206) 292 5907 ext. 102   nataliec@cascadeland.org

Michelle Connor, Vice President, Conservation 	
Programs

(206) 292-5907 ext. 106  
michellec@cascadeland.org

Deb Crespin, Vice President for Development
(206) 292-5907 ext. 111   debc@cascadeland.org

Ryan Dicks, Pierce County Conservation Director 
Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 110 
Pierce County office: (253) 350-1560 
ryand@cascadeland.org
Steve Dunphy, Communications Director
206) 292-5907 ext. 104    steved@cascadeland.org

Jeremy Eckert, Project Associate
(206) 292-5907 ext. 101   jeremye@cascadeland.org

Bryan Glynn, Deputy Director
(206) 292-5907 ext. 125   bryang@cascadeland.org

Chris Kondo, Bookkeeper
(206) 292 5907 ext. 118   chrisk@cascadeland.org

Lindsay Malone, Project Associate
(206) 292-5907 ext. 101   lindsaym@cascadeland.org

Chip Nevins, Senior Conservation Director,		
King County 
(206) 292-5907 ext. 109   chipn@cascadeland.org

Casey O'Connor, Finance Director
(206) 292-5907 ext. 103   juliem@cascadeland.org

Robin Proebsting, Development Assistant
206) 292 5907 ext. 113   robinp@cascadeland.org

Allison Riese, Development Manager
(206) 292-5907 ext. 108   allisonr@cascadeland.org

Hayes Swinney, Stewardship 	Project Mgr.
206) 292-5907 ext. 22   hayess@cascadeland.org

Alison Van Gorp, Project Associate
(206) 292 5907 ext. 127   alisonv@cascadeland.org

Rachele Volk, Conservation Admin. Assistant
(206) 292 5907 ext. 128   rachelev@cascadeland.org

Anne Watanabe, Kittitas County 	
Conservation Director

Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 117
Kittitas County Office: (509) 962-1654
annew@cascadeland.org

Staf f  and  Consul t ing  Sta f f

Other support for Cascade Land Conservancy:
 Senator Ken Jacobsen, Chair of the Senate Natural Resources, Oceans & Recreation Committee, 

held Committee hearings which analyzed policies and programs to assist the Cascade Land Conservancy 
and Cascade foothills area landowners and communities. The hearings helped in developing and 
implementing innovative approaches to retaining traditional forestry while at the same time accommodating 
new uses that strengthen the economic and natural benefits from forest lands.

 Other key policy sponsors included Rep. Brian Sullivan and Rep. Dave Upthegrove, Chair and Vice 
Chair of the House Natural Resources Committee.

We look forward to working with these members in the 2006 legislative session.
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