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Dear Members and Friends,
For the last several months my family has been responsible for the winter

welfare of a couple of saucy and irascible Anna’s hummers—two characteristics
common to their race. It is a cause for wonder for me why we use the
same noun interchangeably to describe a 0.15-ounce miracle of feather
and wing and a 4-ton marvel of steel and wheel.

While these hummers—the flesh, blood and flying kind—would last less than a few hours
without my family’s constant supply of boiled sugar water and their own occasional gleaning
of a hibernating insect, they basically conduct their lives in complete disregard for us and our
neighbors. Even in the most urban of neighborhoods there is an unnoticed thrum and busy
ecology of critters and plants that do not have much interest in our comings and goings.
Meanwhile, we have become aware that many of the clumsy efforts we once called “progress”
have a very real impact on both their and our worlds.

The overwintering of hummers and northward migration of many other species is aided by
an occasional handout of food by us humans. Ominously, it is much more so an indication of
global warming. For those of us who harken back to the 60’s we had a saying that is still timely
and holds a partial antidote to this danger: “think globally, but act locally.” For me, this catchy
phrase also captures the best of our work at CLC.

We spend time here exploring far–ranging issues, as with The Cascade Dialogues. We also take
both pride and solace by acting locally on vexing environmental problems. Our Cascade
Foothills Initiative is in fact a direct, local response to climate change. We do not claim that
it will change the world, but it does help us do our part. It secures a “natural machine”
unsurpassed at vacuuming from our atmosphere many of the climate warming gasses. This
natural machine is more frequently and accurately called a forest and is a place where we also
can spend leisure hours looking for the nests of our hummers. Now show me a man made
machine with such dual capacity and I’ll buy you lunch.

Enjoy this newsletter. After reading it I hope you feel as optimistic as I do about what we can
do together locally.

Let’s talk soon,

Gene Duvernoy, President

BOARD of
  DIRECTORS
BOARD of
  DIRECTORS

www.ca s cade l and .o rg

Cover photo: Work party at the“Two Sisters Return”
property near the top of Snoqualmie Falls.
Volunteers Janet Wall and Dianne Siasoco.
Photo: Mark Chambers

Dear Friends,
We reported in previous newsletters the initiation of a community wide conversation about

the future of our four-county region called The Cascade Dialogues. It has been a collaboration
with hundreds of citizens and dozens of representatives from business, government, civic, and
environmental organizations to develop a 100-year vision for conservation in the coming next
century, a vision that will define the legacy we leave our children and grandchildren.

Some of you may ask, how can we possibly develop a meaningful 100-year plan given the
uncertainty in the world today, and the speed with which change occurs? How can we predict
the impacts of global warming, the future cost and supply of energy sources, and the availability
of new technologies that will affect our work and residential patterns? We can’t. But what we
can do is create a vision of the community we want to become that will serve as a guidepost for
the future growth of our region. We know this can be done.

Just over 100 years ago the first car was mass produced in the United States. Orville and
Wilbur Wright made the first powered flight in a fully controllable aircraft. And in 1903 the
City of Seattle hired the Olmsted brothers to create a plan for the future of parks and open
spaces within the City. The Olmsted’s couldn’t possibly have predicted the changes that have
occurred in past 100 years, and yet that visionary plan still serves as a guide for the development
of the Seattle park system.



Cascade Land Conservancy’s mission
is to protect our region’s wild and
open lands to sustain the natural
beauty and health of the environment,
now and for generations to come.

About the Newsletter: This newsletter
is published by Cascade Land
Conservancy three times a year, and is
provided as a benefit to members,
contributors and other friends of CLC.
All rights reserved. Send comments and
ideas to steved@cascadeland.org.
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The Cascade Dialogues

■ What landscapes and natural areas are most cherished by our community?

■ How can the conservation of our key landscapes serve our economy and
how can our economy help to conserve our key landscapes?

■ How do we conserve and care for these lands in a way consistent with the
community’s values?

In addition to Town Hall meetings, we have made hundreds of presentations
to civic and community groups; conducted interviews with experts and civic
leaders; and made classroom visits to talk with young people about the 
region they will inherit.

Our work is not complete, but The Cascade Dialogues has been tremendously rewarding. We
have asked ourselves hard questions: What landscapes do we want to protect for the generations
that follow? What role does conservation play in supporting vibrant economies? If we achieve a
high level of land conservation, how will we accommodate population growth? It has been most
satisfying to witness participants’ eagerness to tackle these questions, and frankly, the level of
consensus that has begun to emerge among a very broad spectrum of interests. We have found
that by taking a 100 year perspective on these questions, the interest groups around this very big
table agree on much more than they disagree.

On May 19th, at the Cascade Land Conservancy’s annual Awards Breakfast, we will unveil the
synthesis of this work, The Cascade Agenda. We hope you can join us for that important event. In the
meantime, we are working hard to achieve a balance that many of you have encouraged us to find—
to develop a plan that is both bold and pragmatic. I’m very optimistic that we can achieve that goal.

Cheers,

John Howell, Chair Printed on recycled paper with vegetable-based inks
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After nearly a year of talking with thousands of people in the counties of King, Kittitas, Pierce and Snohomish,
the Cascade Dialogues is about to become The Cascade Agenda. The Agenda will be a bold 100-year plan to
conserve land in the Cascades, produce vibrant communities and help maintain a strong economy in the region.

That’s a very ambitious program but it is very doable. We held follow up Town Hall meetings in March in the
four counties and final drafting is under way, heading toward a release of the Agenda at the annual Conservation
Awards Breakfast May 19th.

One of the reasons we believe that can accomplish the goals in the Agenda is
because we have talked to so many of you over the past year. When we started
our hope was that people from throughout the four counties would join the
conversation. We have not been disappointed! Several thousand people have
been involved. The Cascade Dialogues Steering Committee—a diverse, broadly
based group representing environmental groups, business, government and
representatives from the four counties—helped us to define the questions we
brought to you in Town Hall meetings over the course of 2004:

We have strong partners in this youth outreach effort
including The Boeing Company and the Washington
Department of Natural Resources. Their generous
support has allowed us to reach out even further into
the community through projects such as The Zone
Page, with thanks to the Seattle Post-Intelligencer
(above). You can find a summary of the Town Hall
meetings and Insight Panels on our website
www.cascadedialogues.org.

We are deeply indebted to the thousands of 
you who have engaged in the Dialogues so far. 
We are inspired by your passion and encouraged
by the new partnerships that have come out of 
our conversations, and we look forward to sharing
this community vision.
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REGIONAL UPDATE

Hogan’s Corner, Grays Harbor

Photo: Leslie Batten
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Cascade Land Conservancy has made excellent progress toward
protecting the highest quality estuaries and coastal wetlands
remaining in Washington state. Our efforts continue to focus on
Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor, two of the largest and most
productive estuarine bays on the Northwest coast.

In the North Bay of Grays Harbor, CLC acquired 291 acres
of wetlands and salt marsh, plus 1,500 acres of tidelands. On the
east shore of Willapa Bay, approximately 680 acres of wetlands,
salt marsh and slough were protected. Working with our partners
in the Washington Departments of Natural Resources and Fish
and Wildlife as well as the Wildlife Forever Foundation, our
efforts have resulted in a $900,000 matching grant, ranked
number one in the country, from the Federal Coastal Wetlands
Program that will go towards additional acquisition projects in

Cascade Foothills Initiative
A year ago, Cascade Land Conservancy and its partners announced the

Cascade Foothills Initiative with a goal of conserving 600,000 acres of
working forestlands along the foothills of the Cascades. A year later, CLC,
King County, Pierce County, Snohomish County, Washington State
Department of Natural Resources and the Trust for Public Land have
conserved 101,000 acres, more than 17 percent of the original goal,
including the Snoqualmie Forest, an important 90,000-acre property in
King County.

The Snoqualmie Forest conservation effort is certain to supply vital
timber, clean water, wildlife habitat, and recreational opportunities for
generations to come. Today, CLC is actively negotiating on over 135,000
additional acres of the foothills forest, another 22% of the total goal.
Cascade Land Conservancy is committed to conserving rural forests and
industrial working timberlands for the continued production of forest
products, maintenance of a traditional way of life, and protection of
regional water quality and wildlife habitat.

Nearshore Initiative
Willapa Bay. Currently, CLC is negotiating on four projects
totaling approximately 2,600 acres. CLC’s success brings our
total coastal habitat land management program to 3,400 acres.
Currently, we are developing a stewardship program designed
specifically for these coastal habitats to insure they are restored
and maintained in their natural state for the benefit of wildlife
and generations to come.

Another positive result of our nearshore efforts has been our
ongoing collaboration with Mark Johnsen, an attorney with Karr
Tuttle Campbell who has volunteered thousands of hours and
many long weekends on these projects. Mark has become so
passionate about conservation of estuaries and coastal wetlands
that he has relinquished his board seat so that he can devote
himself more fully to these projects.
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PIERCE COUNTY C O N S E R V A T I O N  U P D A T E

CLC secures acreage for Mount Rainier expansion

The Marsh family property along the Carbon River will become part of a major expansion of Mt. Rainier National Park.

CLC Board Member and Pierce Community Trustee John Olson at the
Tacoma luncheon with Sandra Marsh, Tim Marsh and Paul Marsh.

One of the most important pieces of property central to Mount
Rainier National Park has been protected by Cascade Land
Conservancy. Working with the Marsh family and Washington’s
Congressional delegation, Cascade Land Conservancy has
protected more than 200 acres adjacent to Mount Rainier
National Park. The property is part of an 800-acre expansion
bill that U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell and former U.S. Represen-
tative Jennifer Dunn worked to pass. The property is central to
the largest expansion of the park in more than 70 years.

The Marsh family worked closely with Cascade Land
Conservancy to ensure that it became part of the park expansion.
“We are pleased to know our much loved land will be preserved
in its natural state,” said Sandy Marsh, speaking for the family.
“Our parent’s vision of having their property incorporated into
Mount Rainier National Park is now being realized. This special
place will be preserved for generations to enjoy as we have for
the last 45 years.”

“This acquisition could not have taken place were it not for
the Marsh family’s good faith and civic commitment,” said
CLC president Gene Duvernoy. “The Marsh family had
opportunities to sell this property but they held off wanting to
see it become part of the park. Their action is great news for
the citizens of this state.”

Near the town of Carbonado, the Marsh family property is
bordered by the Carbon River and the northwest boundary of
the park. It will be the site for the new northwest entrance to the
park, replacing an existing road frequently washed out by
floodwaters. Along with providing park visitors improved access,
the new entrance will reduce the cost of road repairs for taxpayers.
A new campsite is also expected to be built near the entrance.

“Expanding Mount Rainier National Park will make it an even
more attractive destination for families and tourists and provide
a boost to our local economy,” Cantwell said at CLC’s Pierce
County Conservation Luncheon on December 3. “Mount Rainier
is a northwest icon and a national treasure. I applaud Cascade
Land Conservancy and the Marsh family for their important role
in making it even better.”

The new expansion will also link the national park to Pierce
County’s Fairfax Forest, protecting a wildlife corridor used by
migrating elk. The Marsh property has more than 1,600 feet of
river frontage on the Carbon River. The Carbon River is home
to endangered Chinook salmon and Bull trout. The transaction
will close this September when Cascade Land Conservancy
acquires the property, which it will hold until federal funding is
secured. CLC has applied for Pierce County Conservation Futures
funding to help pay for the holding costs.

Photo: Charlie Raines

Photo: Charlie Raines
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KING COUNTY C O N S E R V A T I O N  U P D A T E
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Since 1996, Cascade Land Conservancy has worked to preserve
the upper Middle Fork Snoqualmie Valley. While CLC had
acquired 1,200 acres in the valley over the past nine years, it is
Mike Moore and his siblings of Gold Bar who have made it
possible to stitch together important pieces of riparian habitat
and recreation opportunities immediately adjacent to the Middle
Fork of the Snoqualmie River.

This beautiful area is an important link to larger conservation
work in the Cascade Foothills, including the Alpine Lakes
Wilderness Area and the Mountains to Sound Greenway, and is
especially critical to wildlife habitat corridors.

Mike Moore’s family were among the first European settlers in
the Snoqualmie Valley (Mike’s grandmother Nancy Moore arrived
by covered wagon!), and their 120 acres of land went on to host
generations of kids who stayed in its cabins, fished from its banks
along the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River, and watched
mountain goats on nearby Mount Garfield. Mike and his wife
Betty were no longer spending time on the property and itinerant
campers had left years of trash and even an abandoned vehicle
along the riverfront.

So they contacted CLC about selling the property for conser-
vation purposes. The acquisition by CLC took two years to
arrange, and the property eventually will be transferred to the
U.S. Forest Service, with whom CLC is partnering on stewardship
along with the Washington Department of Natural Resources.

Acquisition of Middle Fork Snoqualmie Valley private in-
holdings in the Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest has been
a decade-long effort to prevent suburban encroachment into
the valley and promotes safe, low impact recreational use of the
valley. With over a mile of riverfront, the property brings critical
riparian habitat into this conservation effort. The property is
easily accessible from the Middle Fork road, two road miles
beyond the Middle Fork trailhead and footbridge near the junction
of the Middle Fork Snoqualmie with the Taylor River. This
proximity to the road previously left the land at some development
risk but will now provide access to the thousands of outdoor
enthusiasts who enjoy this beautiful area each year. The USFS is
working on an access plan for the valley.

Mark Boyar, a CLC King County Community Trustee (photo
on page 11) and president of the Middle Fork Outdoor Recreation
Coalition, was central to the Moore property negotiations, and
has been involved in Middle Fork Valley conservation efforts for
years. “If you are looking for a hero in this effort,” said Chip
Nevins, CLC King County Senior Conservation Director, “look
no further than Mark Boyar.  This simply would not have
happened without his persistent involvement in this project.”

CLC’S acquisition was funded by donations from the late Patsy
Collins, the Osberg Family Trust, two anonymous donors, and
The Mountaineers Foundation, which also provided funding for
restoration and stewardship of the site.

Middle Fork Snoqualmie gets a hand

CLC Trustees and community volunteers help clean up the banks of
the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River (at left).
Photo: Tom O’Keefe
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 A river (and tides and floods and salmon)
run through it again…

In September 2004, Cascade Land Conservancy closed on the purchase of
125 acres in Snohomish County to promote full restoration of floodplain
connectivity and complexity, including a three quarter-mile stretch along the
North Fork Stillaguamish River. The Smoke Farm was farmed by the Smoke
family since the early 1900’s and was logged prior to that time. CLC’s purchase
is part of a larger effort in partnership with Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) to protect and restore a total of 280 acres on the former dairy
farm.  Agricultural use of the north floodplain resulted in loss of the majority
of historic riparian habitat and riparian species diversity. Hydrologic connectivity
to the floodplain and side channel slough had also been lost, along with beaver
habitat. This project will provide needed rearing and spawning habitat for salmon
on the North Fork Stillaguamish River. The Stillaguamish River Basin drains

approximately 448,000 acres and is the fifth largest
tributary in Puget Sound. From 1956-65, the
Stillaguamish contributed more than 20% of the
anadromous fish population in Puget Sound.
Extensive logging in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s
eliminated the majority of floodplain and riparian
forests. Logging and agricultural activities reduced
access to side channel sloughs and beaver pond
habitat, drained wetlands, and diked floodplains,
impacting and degrading historic salmon habitat.
Riparian and upland clearing, combined with diking
and bank armoring led to significant changes in
channel morphology, peak flows and loss of large
woody debris which provides important rearing
habitat and refugia within the river. Fish returns
compiled by WDFW indicate that returning adult
salmon to the Stillaguamish basin are well below
the escapement goal.

CLC is partnering with NRCS and Snohomish
County on restoration after purchasing the land
from current landowners, the Rubicon Foundation.
The Smoke Farm restoration seeks to address limiting
factors in the North Fork of the Stillaguamish River.
Side-channel sloughs and active beaver ponds such
as those found on Smoke Farm will provide rearing
habitat for juvenile coho and other salmonids. Over
85% of beaver ponds and 31% of side channel
sloughs have been eliminated due to diking and
filling, and over 90% of historic riparian habitat
have been eliminated. This conservation effort
will restore and enhance natural processes critical
for maintaining and creating high-quality habitat
for chinook, coho, chum, cutthroat, steelhead,
and bull trout.
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Snohomish Community Trustee Steve Dean led CLC members and Trustees
on an October hike through the restored Robe Canyon.

Smoke Farm on the North Fork Stillaguamish River

For the past three years, the Wild Sky Wilderness Act has been championed
by a strong and diverse coalition of environmentalists, recreationalists, and
citizens of the region, endorsing permanent protection of over 100,000 acres
of wild lands in the Mt Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. The Wild Sky
wilderness area would protect large tracts of rare low-elevation old growth
with trees over 300 years old, high alpine lakes, and over 25 miles of salmon
and steelhead spawning streams. Senators Murray and Cantwell, together with
Congressman Larsen have worked diligently over the years to pass this legislation.
In February 2005, the bill once again unanimously passed in the Senate. Despite
these setbacks, CLC is continuing to work to purchase key private in-holdings
in the proposed wilderness boundaries to increase public for the purchase of
the Jumpoff Ridge parcels, encompassing 200 acres of high alpine habitat.
With generous donations from The Cascade Conservation Partnership, The
Mountaineers Foundation and a private gift, CLC will move forward quickly to
purchase these in-holdings for transfer to USFS to be managed as part of the

Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest, and as part of the Wild Sky Wilderness Area
when the legislation is adopted by Congress. CLC is also planning to move forward
to purchase additional private in-holdings including the Wallace River parcels. These
conservation actions are setting the stage for the expansion of public lands in concert
with efforts to establish Wild Sky Wilderness Area.
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A Vision Develops

CLC Board Members, Community Trustees and staff
take a break at the lookout tower at Red Top
Mountain during an October tour of landscapes
and ecology unique to Kittitas County.

A year after merging with Central Washington Land Trust,
Cascade Land Conservancy is more engaged than ever with
Kittitas County communities in identifying opportunities and
challenges on the fast-growing “sunny side” of the Cascades.
Thanks to funding support from the Kongsgaard-Goldman
Foundation and the Horizons Foundation, CLC’s presence in
Kittitas has opened up great opportunities in the upper and
central valley. Anne Watanabe, CLC’s Kittitas Conservation
Director, has talked with community members and leaders
throughout the county in meetings and events, and last fall
opened CLC’s office in downtown Ellensburg.

Anne and the Kittitas Trustees hosted an October 16th  dinner
at the Flying Horseshoe Ranch near Teanaway introducing CLC
to Kittitas County community leaders and elected officials. That
same day, CLC Board members and trustees from other counties
were given a tour, hosted by Kittitas Trustees, of the county’s
diverse landscape and ecology (see photo.)

In November and then again in March of this year, working
groups met in Kittitas County as part of CLC’s Cascade Dialogues
project, following up on meetings last May and June. An
agriculture and water working group session was held in
Ellensburg and was well attended by farmers and representatives
of agriculture businesses, irrigation districts, conservation
districts, the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric
Administration, and the Yakama Nation. A recreation working
group session was held in Cle Elum and was attended by

K ITTITAS COUNTYC O N S E R V A T I O N  U P D A T E
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Building on the work of the
Central Washington Land Trust,
CLC has made great progress in
Kittitas County.

Photo: Mette Hanson

representatives of key recreation constituents including
snowmobilers, skiers, and equestrian groups. Both sessions
provided excellent outreach to the community and increased
CLC’s profile among those groups.

Looking ahead, Cascade Land Conservancy is focusing on a
diverse set of issues that reflect the unique landscapes in the upper
and lower parts of the county. In the upper county, CLC will
continue the legacy of The Cascade Conservation Partnership
and focus on protecting forest lands within the Yakima River
Wildlife Corridor. CLC will also work with the local
communities to help assure continued and enhanced recreational
access to public lands. In the lower county, CLC will work to
help protect agricultural and rural lands important to the
community as well as work to protect shrub steppe and grassland
habitats that are critical for deer, Colockum Elk, and the
threatened sage grouse.

Building on the work of the Central Washington Land Trust,
CLC has made great progress in Kittitas County. We are excited
about conservation opportunities east of the Cascades and greatly
appreciate the enthusiasm that has greeted our arrival in the
community and the ready participation already seen not only in

local activities but also in regional
efforts like the Cascade Dialogues.

www.ca s cade l and .o rg
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CONSERVATION REAL ESTATE

Conservation Easements, Property Opportunities
                         Go Hand-in-Hand

Many years ago, Cascade Land Conservancy joined together
with Doug and Donna Tait of Buckley to permanently preserve
their 64 acres of historic farmland. The property includes
mountain views, native timber, open fields, a trout-bearing
stream, a large, beautiful home, and a 100-year-old barn, offering
historic, scenic and agricultural values to the surrounding

The Tait Farm in Buckley, Pierce County

Cascade Land Conservancy has
assisted many private landowners in
creating conservation easements on
their properties. Simply put, a
conservation easement is a legal
agreement between a landowner and
a qualified conservation organization
or a government agency that
permanently limits land uses in order
to protect conservation values. Certain
rights, which a landowner holds by
owning a property, are granted to the
qualified conservation organization or
agency through the easement. For
example, a landowner may
permanently reduce the number of
homes that can be built on a property.
Or, to permanently preserve farmland
for agricultural purposes, an easement
may limit land use to certain
agricultural practices. The extent and
nature of the restrictions are based on
the conservation goals of the
landowner in combination with the
goals of the organization or agency.

A conservation easement offers
several advantages. The grantor of an
easement retains ownership and may
continue to use the land, sell it, or pass
it on to heirs. Easements are flexible,
and can be written to meet a
landowner’s needs while protecting
the conservation values. An easement
provides permanent restrictions that
continue to apply to future owners.
The donation of an easement can
lower federal income and estate taxes
and, in some cases, local property
taxes. For example, if an easement
extinguishes any future development
of a property, the property owner may
be eligible for a federal tax deduction
equal to the value of the extinguished
development rights.

Two private owners who have
worked with CLC on conservation
easements are putting their properties
on the market showing how easements
can work. Swauk Pines in Hidden

Valley, Kittitas County

The Tait family recently decided to sell this special property. It is a lovely property that will
continue a farming tradition while also providing a wonderful family home. We look forward
to working with the future landowners to maintain the excellent quality of this regional gem.
Additional information about the Tait Farm is available through Peg Stanfield at RE2K: The
Country Property Specialist, (253) 848-0598.

Another example of a conservation opportunity through private land ownership is Swauk
Pines, a low-impact community of 14 lots located in the Hidden Valley area in Kittitas
County. The development is anchored by a 38-acre CLC conservation easement, assuring
viewshed and recreational possibilities for Swauk Pines’ homeowners. The conservation
easement runs along the Swauk Creek, preserving the habitat and stream integrity and
retaining the open agricultural nature of the land. Recreational opportunities in the area
include hiking, mountain biking, bird watching and fly fishing. The easement and the
development’s covenants are designed so that the landscapes and views are preserved. “Our
intent is that the land you fall in love with today will be the land you still love 20 years from

communities. For 45 years, the Tait family has
carefully stewarded their property, protecting
and enhancing the fields and forestland. CLC
worked closely with the family to help them
realize their dream of keeping the land forever
protected for agricultural use. To achieve this
goal, the Tait family donated a conservation
easement to the Conservancy wherein the land
must be maintained forever for agricultural uses
and may not be further subdivided.

now,” says Bruce Coe,
developer of Swauk Pines.

No clearing or logging was
done to prepare the sites, and
strict covenants and restric-
tions guarantee low impact
construction, “in a human
proportion” as Bruce describes
it. Additional information is
available through Eliza
Stephenson at Keller Williams
Realty, (206) 979-8216.
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NEWS AND EVENTS

STEWARDSHIP NEWS
S t e p p i n g  U p  S t e w a r d s h i p

As CLC’s conservation successes have expanded, stewardship of these lands has become a top priority,
and we now have stewards assigned to 35 properties which are a mix of easements and fee-owned
lands. On January 15th of this year, 22 volunteers attended a day-long training led by CLC’s Stewardship
Director Pieter Bohen and Stewardship Project Manager Hayes Swinney that focused on everything
from removal of invasive plants to working with landowners.
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Stewardship work party at Naches Trail with Pierce County Land Group and neighbors.
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Events br ing conservationists together

Gene Duvernoy, Bruce Williams and U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell

Helen Engle, Ryan Dicks, Gene Duvernoy and Thelma Gilmur

CLC hosted its largest Pierce County Conservation Luncheon
to date on December 3 drawing more than 325 conservationists,
elected officials and business leaders from Pierce County.

Four awards were given for conservation accomplishments in
Pierce County, including the inaugural Helen Engle Award for
Lifetime Achievement, presented appropriately to Helen Engle,
who received a standing ovation (see awards and sponsors at right).

U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell gave the keynote speech, and
recognized the Marsh family for their work with CLC to include
their property along the Carbon River as part of the largest expansion
of Mount Rainier National Park in 70 years, legislation for which
Cantwell has worked along with former U.S. Rep. Jennifer Dunn.

Other speakers included Pierce County Executive John Ladenburg,
who was recognized for his leadership on the Cascade Foothills
Initiative;Tacoma Mayor Bill Baarsma, who welcomed guests to
the new Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center, and Mt.
Rainier National Park Superintendent Dave Uberuaga, who
introduced Sen. Cantwell. CLC Trustee Debbie Young introduced
Helen Engle, asking who among the audience had heard from
Helen about a conservation issue recently—80% of the crowd’s
hands went up! CLC president Gene Duvernoy and Pierce County
conservation director Ryan Dicks presented the latest regional and
Pierce County conservation developments along with
a video on CLC’s Cascade Dialogues project. Kris
Kauffman, chair of CLC’s Pierce County Community
Trustees, welcomed guests and introduced dignitaries,
while Tim Thompson of Thompson-Smitch
Consulting make a persuasive and successful request
for support; the luncheon raised over $43,000 in
support of land conservation.

MEDIA SPONSOR
The News Tribune

AWARD SPONSORS
The Boeing Company
Cascade Land Conservancy
The Mountaineers
Port of Tacoma U.S.A.
Puget Sound Energy
Washington National Park Fund

Many thanks to all our members, donors and sponsors for making
the Pierce County Conservation Luncheon a great success

EVENT SPONSORS
Denny Miller Associates, Inc.
Habitat Bank, LLC
Labor Ready, Inc.
Metro Parks Tacoma
Norm Dicks for Congress
Parametrix
Pierce County Water Programs
Quadrant Homes
Tacoma Public Utilities
Thompson Smitch
  Consulting Group

TABLE SPONSORS
Molly & Tal Edman
McMurry & Swift
Tacoma Narrows Construction
  Water Rights, Inc.

PRINCIP AL SPONSOR

Over 150 Conservation Circle members and friends gathered on
December 8 for CLC’s Evening of Thanks, filling the Stimson-Green
Mansion in Seattle to its capacity. In addition to great food and
drink, conservationists from throughout the region enjoyed an

entertaining presentation by Pulitzer Prize-
winning cartoonist David Horsey of the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer, seen at left with CLC
Conservation Circle and Council of Advisors
member Ron Sher. Special thanks go to Bank of
America Private Banking for sponsoring this event.
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Steve Dunphy came to the Cascade Land Conservancy in February
after retiring last summer after more than 35 years as Business Editor
and Columnist at the Seattle Times. “I wanted to do something very
different, work in the nonprofit world and with an organization trying
to do some good,” says Steve. “CLC fit in many ways, providing a
strong local outlet for my modest financial support of land conservation
over the years. He was born in the East, went to school in the Midwest
and began his journalism career as a copy boy at the Kansas City Star
around 1960 before moving to Seattle in 1967. Steve is married, has two grown daughters
and one old dog, Kelsey, and lives in the Eastlake Neighborhood of Seattle.

Allison Riese joined the CLC staff in February, bringing broad
experience designing and managing fundraising events, membership
campaigns, donor activities and writing grants. Prior to CLC, she
served as Development Director at EarthCorps and was the Membership
Coordinator for A Territory Resource Foundation (ATR). Before
settling down in Seattle, Allison worked as an English teacher in Japan,
and held jobs in Trinidad and Manitoba. As CLC’s Development
Manager, Allison’s responsibilities will focus on CLC’s Conservation

Awards Breakfast, developing and implementing strategies for membership, coordinating
grant activities, and working in partnership with everyone in the CLC community to grow
our base of support. A true Canadian farm girl, Allison loves the land.

Hayes Swinney became CLC’s first Stewardship Project Manager
last fall. As a 15-year old, she participated in a Wilderness Ventures
expedition, backpacking, whitewater rafting, and mountaineering in
the Northwest. As a teenager from Charlotte, North Carolina, the
Cascades and Puget Sound region inspired her calling to environmental
work. She earned a B.S. in Forestry at the University of the South-
Sewanee and has led Wilderness Ventures expeditions, and taught
environmental education in Costa Rica and Maine before moving
to Seattle. She is excited about the opportunity to make change on a larger scale and looks
forward to getting to know (and build) the CLC stewardship community.
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Gene Duvernoy, President
(206) 292-5907 ext. 107
gened@cascadeland.org
Leslie Batten, Project Associate
(206) 292-5907 ext. 116
leslieb@cascadeland.org
Katie Arthur, Development Assistant
(206) 292-5907 ext. 113
katieb@cascadeland.org
Peggy Bill, Senior Conservation Director,

Snohomish County
Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 105
Snohomish County Office: (425) 339-8007
peggyb@cascadeland.org
Derek Birnie, Community Outreach 

Program Manager
(206) 292-5907 ext. 114
derekb@cascadeland.org
Pieter Bohen, Stewardship Director
(206) 292-5907 ext. 115
pieterb@cascadeland.org
Michelle Connor, Vice President,

Conservation Programs
(206) 292-5907 ext. 106
michellec@cascadeland.org
Deb Crespin, Vice President 

for Development
(206) 292-5907 ext. 111
debc@cascadeland.org
Ryan Dicks, Pierce County 

Conservation Director
Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 110
Pierce County office: (253) 350-1560
ryand@cascadeland.org
Steve Dunphy, Communications Director
206) 292-5907 ext. 104
steved@cascadeland.org
Bryan Glynn, Deputy Director
(206) 292-5907 ext. 125
bryang@cascadeland.org
Lindsay Malone, Project Assistant
(206) 292-5907 ext. 117
lindsaym@cascadeland.org
Julie Mass, Finance Director
(206) 292-5907 ext. 103
juliem@cascadeland.org
Chip Nevins, Senior Conservation Director, 

King County
(206) 292-5907 ext. 109
chipn@cascadeland.org
Charlie Raines, Foothills Forest Initiative
(206) 523-1347
ccraines@comcast.net
Allison Riese, Development Manager
(206) 292-5907 ext. 108
allisonr@cascadeland.org
Carol Ann Roan, Executive Assistant
(206) 292-5907 ext. 102
carolr@cascadeland.org
Hayes Swinney, Stewardship Project Mgr.
206) 292-5907 ext. 22
hayess@cascadeland.org
Anne Watanabe, Kittitas County

Conservation Director
Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 117
Kittitas County Office: (509) 962-1654
annew@cascadeland.org
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King Community Trustee Mark Boyar hard at work.

Land Steward Training, January 22, 2005
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Work  pa r t i e s !
S i t e  t o u r s !
Membe r sh i p  even t s !
>Go  t o  www.cas cade l and . o r g  
a l l  s p r i n g  and  s umme r  f o r  d e t a i l s
on  many  up com ing  even t s .

10th Annual Conservation Awards Breakfast
The Cascade Agenda: 100 years forward


