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As we go to press with this newsletter, we want to share with you monumental late-
breaking news: working with our partners at King County and Hancock Timber Resources, the
90,000-acre Snoqualmie Forest has been conserved, forever. Under the transaction agreed to
with our partners, the County will purchase the development rights on this forested area in East
King County, and Hancock will continue to manage the land for forestry under our state forest
regulations. Cascade Land Conservancy has long targeted this property as key to our Cascade
Foothills Initiative. Snoqualmie Forest is one of the nation’s largest forest preservation agreements
in a major urban area, and will serve as a buffer to the Alpine Lakes Wilderness area, ensuring
the area will always remain green to the crest of the Cascade Mountains. See page 4 in this
newsletter for more details.

In other news: Cascade Land Conservancy has spent the past spring and summer focused
on The Cascade Dialogues Project, our community-based effort to create a 100-year plan for
conservation and community. Charley Royer, former Mayor of Seattle, offers his perspective
on this project on the following page.

One of the many things we’ve gained from this process is a
sense of perspective about how our landscapes evolve. If we look
backward 100 years, we see many landscapes that were highly
degraded by human activities. Today, some of these same lands
have been returned to their natural state with healthy ecological
functions as a result of thoughtful conservation, stewardship
and restoration efforts by both public and private entities.

100 years ago, the salmon-bearing North Creek in Bothell was
straightened to carry timber out to Lake Washington. Today,
with the construction of the UW Bothell/Cascadia Community
College campus, a portion of the creek has been returned to
its meandering roots, and 58 acres of wetlands and floodplain
have been re-vegetated with over 750,000 native plants. Another
example is a 30-acre property on the Nisqually delta that had
been used for pastureland and hay fields for over a century. A
dike has been removed and the land is now being returned to its original state as a high
quality salt marsh.

Many thanks to all of you who have participated in The Cascade Dialogues process. We
eagerly anticipate the production of The Cascade Agenda next year, so we can communicate
the themes and values that you have so openly shared with us. Thank you for your continuing
loyalty and generosity – you are making it possible for us to conserve and restore our region’s
wild and open lands for the next century, and beyond.

Best wishes,

John Howell, Chair Gene Duvernoy, President
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Four months ago about 100 Pierce County residents pulled up
folding chairs at the Mountaineers Club in Tacoma and began what
we call “The Cascade Dialogues,” a regional conversation to inform
a 100 year conservation agenda for the landscapes, communities,
waters and economies of King, Kittitas Pierce, and Snohomish Counties.

For me, what followed in Town Hall meetings and Panel Discussions
in the four-county region was both an education and an inspiration.

The places we went and the people who talked to us are wonderfully
unique, their landscapes incredibly varied, their communities and the
economies that support them as diverse as they come. We learned a
lot. More than 800 people told us not only what they love about these
places, but also what troubles them about their future.

A few bits and pieces from my notes. In the shadow of Mt. Rainier,
people in Pierce County spoke of their trails, wilderness, estuaries and
natural shorelines and marveled at how accessible they are. They see
themselves as a community that “puts a high value on working forests,
farms and agriculture.” But they worry about urban runoff and the
health of the abundant waters of Puget Sound. “Conserving and
preserving space,” they said, “is the first step in keeping our options
open for the future.”

Attendees at the Kittitas Town Hall meeting described their community
as “strong and independently minded,” with good access to natural
landscapes for recreation, and a history of family ownership and stewardship
of working landscapes. They worry about “unplanned development,”
and “poor planning for critical water resources for the future.”

In King and Snohomish Counties people seem to agree on how they
feel about their natural landscapes, the waters and the wonderfully
diverse communities, both large and small, in which they live. They
are united in concerns over sprawl, loss of open space and wildlife.

Our long-term vision is that our streams, beaches and estuaries are
restored, functional, and accessible to all. Our farms, working forests
and orchards are conserved and working, and their owners are fairly
compensated for taking care of them. People living in our neighborhoods
and communities are within walking distance of spectacular parks,
trails and open spaces.

Coming out of this process, I think we know some of what we might
want to see on a map in a hundred years. Such a map could include
the land subject to the mistakes of the past. Those lands we might
bring back to new life; like the garbage dumps and landfills of the
twentieth century, now the parks and open spaces of our built up cities.
Like the railroads of the nineteenth century, now the bike trails and
hiking paths of the twenty-first.

There is a long way to go, both in our thinking and in our process.
Our Steering Committee is hard at work on a series of drafts that will
go back to the people in another round of Town Hall meetings.

We are on our way, and I am excited to be a part of it.

—Charley Royer

Anne & Mary Arts &
Environmental Education
Fund at the Greater Everett
Community Foundation

The Boeing Company

Bullitt Foundation

Henry M. Jackson Foundation

Peach Foundation

Quadrant Foundation

Sequoia Foundation

Starbucks

Tulalip Tribes

Washington State Department
of Natural Resources

Pierce County Town Hall

Charley Royer

It is not too late to
be heard!
Join the discussion
on-line at
www.cascadedialogues.org

Our thanks to the funders
who have provided
program support for
The Cascade Dialogues:
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Over  the  nex t  twe lve  months ,  Cascade  Land
Conservancy wil l  be working to raise at  least
$12 mi l l ion that  wi l l  begin to help us toward
conse rv ing  the  remain ing  500,000 ac res  o f
iden t i f i ed  lands  in  the  foo th i l l s  o f  the
Cascades  (eas t  s ide  and  west ) .  Ou r  goa l  i s
to  l eve rage  p r iva te  do l la r s  to  enab le  us  to
secu re  $9 .4  mi l l i on  f rom pub l i c  and  o the r
revenue  sou rces .

“Th is  campa ign  wi l l  p rov ide  abso lu te ly
c r i t i ca l  suppo r t  fo r  ou r  Cascade  Foo th i l l s
In i t iat ive,  as wel l  as other  regional  programs
tha t  bene f i t  ou r  communi ty , ”  sa id  Miche l le
Connor,  CLC’s Vice President for Conservation
Programs. “The real i ty is that pr ivate support
f rom ind iv idua ls ,  co rpo ra t ions  and
foundat ions  he lps  to  leverage  pub l i c  do l la rs
many  t imes  ove r .  We need  a  b road  base  o f
suppo r t  to  conse rve  the  landscape  tha t  ou r
communi ty  loves . ”

Cascade Foothills Campaign
S n o q u a l m i e  F o r e s t  a g r e e m e n t  r e a c h e d !

Early in September, King County Executive Ron Sims signed the Snoqualmie
Forest Preservation Agreement, guaranteeing that over 90,000 acres of the
Snoqualmie Forest will always remain green.  An essential component of the
Cascade Foothills Campaign, CLC led the negotiations for this deal for the past
three years, working closely with county officials and Hancock Timber Resource
Group to ensure that the landscape will be forever protected.

Conserving Snoqualmie Forest is a tremendous victory for everyone in this
region, as it will ensure a legacy of open space, protects timber jobs and acts
as a buffer to the Alpine Lakes Wilderness area.  In a press release about the
agreement, Sims acknowledged, “this was a challenging three-year process that
couldn’t have succeeded without the help of County Council Chairman Larry
Phillips, the support of Cascade Land Conservancy, and the vision of its
president, Gene Duvernoy.”  Sims said, “Gene was instrumental in bringing
all parties together and was steadfast in keeping all parties at the table during
critical negotiations.”

Prior to the passage of the Growth Management Act ten year ago, the Snoqualmie
Forest (formerly known as the Snoqualmie Tree Farm) was envisioned as a natural
target for suburban development to provide homes for the county’s expanding
population.  Hancock Timber acquired the property last year from the Weyerhaeuser
Company, and has worked closely with CLC throughout this process.  This
extraordinary transaction is the first of many more acres to conserve (see below)
as CLC moves forward with the Cascade Foothills Campaign.

C a s c a d e  F o o t h i l l s  C a m p a i g n
Cascade Land Conservancy is working to conserve over 600,000 acres of land

in the foothills of the Cascades and surrounding areas. The Cascade Foothills are
critically important to many fish and wildlife species, as well as water and air
quality throughout our communities. Traditionally used for forestry, over 500,000
acres of these forests are at risk of converting to other uses. As real estate values
rise near our urban areas, forestry has become less cost-effective and many
landowners are rapidly converting their timberlands to development and
infrastructure. There is an urgent need to preserve remaining old growth in the
foothill forests, protect the headwater streams that contribute to our drinking
water, and forestall the conversion of this critically important landscape.

Focus areas for the Cascade Foothills Campaign include:

■ Carbon River/Mt. Rainier expansion (Pierce County)

■ Raging River (King County)

■ Teanaway (Kittitas County)

■ Wild Sky Wilderness Area (Snohomish County)

“…a p lan  as  audac ious  as  Fo rward  Th rus t  and  pe rhaps  as  las t ing  in  the  hea r ts  and
minds  o f  peop le  who  want  th i s  p lace  on  Ea r th  to  be  fo reve r  un ique . ”
—James Vesely, Seattle Times editorial page editor, on CLC’s Cascade Foothills Campaign Initiative

“Gene—you are the Jim Ellis of our generation.
 Thank you for  provid ing the leadership that
wi l l  save our  very prec ious qual i ty  of  l i fe .”
— R o n  S i m s

www.ca s cade l and .o rg
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PIERCE COUNTY C O N S E R V A T I O N  U P D A T E

Last year, The Cascades Conservation Partnership asked Cascade Land
Conservancy to assist in protecting a critically important 302-acre property in the
upper Green River Watershed, the source of drinking water for Tacoma and nearby
areas. In March 2004, we jointly announced that the Sawmill Creek property had
been protected. With our support in negotiating and funding the transaction,
Tacoma Water purchased the land from Plum Creek Timber Company.

The Sawmill Creek property contains majestic old growth trees, mature forest,
and high-quality stream habitat, all of which are critical to the health of this heavily
impacted watershed. Located in eastern King County, the property is important
to the Cascade Foothills landscape and communities spanning both King and Pierce
counties. It offers exceptional habitat to many wildlife species, including the Cascades
frog (Rana cascadae), a federal species of concern.

“I commend Tacoma Water and all the donors who made this conservation success
a reality,” said Congressman Norm Dicks, who sits on the appropriations subcommittee
that determines funding for federal land acquisitions. “You’ve demonstrated once
again the deep commitment that the people of this state have to protecting our
natural resources.”

The land is now owned by Tacoma Water, while Cascade Land Conservancy
holds a conservation easement that prevents road building and forestry in perpetuity.

“This is a natural for us,” said Kenneth Merry, superintendent of Tacoma Water.
“We already own conservation lands immediately downstream. Acquiring
additional forestland at Sawmill Creek is a good fit with our water quality and
habitat conservation goals.”

As part of the transaction, Plum Creek Timber Company agreed to extend
purchase options on several adjacent parcels of forested land.

C L C  j o i n s  P a r t n e r s h i p  t o  s a v e  S a w m i l l  C r e e k

Cascade Foothills Initiative

“Plac ing a  conservat ion  easement
on  t he  302-ac r e  Sawmi l l  C r eek
p rope r t y  i s  some th i ng  we  shou ld
a l l  b e  ex c i t ed  abou t , ”  s a i d  Ryan
D i c k s ,  C LC ’ s  P i e r ce  Coun t y
Conse r va t i on  D i r e c t o r .  “Sav i ng
o ld-g rowth  t imber  and  p ro tec t ing
Tacoma ’ s  wa te r shed  a r e  huge
p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  C LC . ”

“I want to congratulate The Partnership for
their great work on this project, and we at
CLC are pleased to play our part—ensuring
long-term stewardship of this important
property,” said Gene Duvernoy, president of
the Conservancy. “I also want to thank Plum
Creek, not only for providing the opportunity
to purchase this land, but also for committing
to extend the purchase deadline on an adjacent
159-acre parcel immediately upstream from
the larger parcel. We look forward to helping
protect additional forestlands at Sawmill Creek
in the months and years ahead.”

Photo courtesy of The Cascades Conservation Partnership

Ryan Dicks, Pierce County Conservation Director

Photo by Charlie Raines

Alan Yen
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KING COUNTY C O N S E R V A T I O N  U P D A T E

Just three years ago, the Duwamish
Riverbend Hill was at risk of being
leveled for light industrial development.
On June 21, the site was dedicated as a
natural and cultural heritage preserve,
forever conserving its unique cultural and

ecological features and providing public education and open
space in an area that is heavily impacted by the region’s
infrastructure needs.

“This is a unique site in terms of its historical, geological and
environmental importance,” said King County Councilmember
Dwight Pelz, a strong advocate for the preserve who spoke at the
dedication ceremony. “It is a rare opportunity to preserve an
urban property with both cultural and environmental significance.”

Located on the Duwamish River in Tukwila, the Duwamish
Riverbend Hill Preserve includes almost nine acres of land, a
rocky, steeply sloped hill, and 700 feet of shoreline. The hill is
an unparalled educational field site in anthropology, geology,
ecology, and history. It is one of only two remaining exposures
of Tukwila-formation marine fossils, vestiges of a time when this
was the edge of the North American continent 40 million years
ago. Interpretive trails and restoration of the native plant
communities will provide visitors the opportunity to experience
first-hand an ethnobotanically rich landscape. Sweeping views
extending from Mt. Rainier to Elliott Bay show the drammatic
changes that European settlers brought to the valley, and help to
explain the significance of the estuary’s saltwater/freshwater
transition zone for endangered salmon.

Community and tribal leaders join CLC in creating
the Duwamish Riverbend Hill Preserve

CLCU R B A N
O P E N  S P A C E
P R O G R A M

The hill is treasured by
citizens of the adjacent
Allentown neighborhood, as
well as the Muckleshoot and
Duwamish Tribes. The
Friends of the Duwamish
Riverbend Hill were
instrumental in the
preservation of the property.

“I am honored that a group
of Tukwila citizens worked so
hard in the efforts to preserve
this unique and wonderful riverfront preserve,” said Tukwila Mayor
Steve Mullet. “It is a pleasure to see our local neighbors working
with government agencies for such a worthy cause.”

Following complex negotiations and intensive fundraising, the
site is now owned by the City of Tukwila, while Cascade Land
Conservancy holds a stewardship easement. Cascade Land
Conservancy will work in partnership with the Friends of the
Duwamish Riverbend Hills and Tukwila Parks Department to
care for the site, in consultation with the Muckleshoot and
Duwamish Tribes.

“This hill is one of several on or near the Duwamish River in
this vicinity that are of immense historic and traditional cultural
importance to the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe,” said John Daniels,
Jr., Chairman of the Muckleshoot Tribal Council. “According
to legend, South Wind fought a tremendous battle against North

Wind at this site called Stkaxu or Beaver
Lodge. The results of this battle forever
determined the fortunate weather of the
Puget Sound and brought life to the first
Salish People.”

The acquisition was funded by King County
Conservation Futures, the State of Washington,
The Boeing Company, the Cultural
Development Authority of King County, King
Conservation District, City of Tukwila,
SAFECO, the Muckleshoot Charity Fund, the
Seattle Police Athletic Association, and many
dedicated individuals, including students at
Foster High School who wrote and performed
an original play with artists from Seattle
Repertory Theatre to raise awareness and ticket
sales for the effort.

Cascade Land Conservancy

“Properties like Duwamish Hill and Log Cabin Reach Natural
Area show the diversity of exciting work we’re doing in King
County,” said Senior Conservation Director Chip Nevins.
“From the foothills and salmon habitat, to urban open space,
we are working across the spectrum of our landscape.”

“Properties like Duwamish Hill and Log Cabin Reach Natural
Area show the diversity of exciting work we’re doing in King
County,” said Senior Conservation Director Chip Nevins.
“From the foothills and salmon habitat, to urban open space,
we are working across the spectrum of our landscape.”

www.ca s cade l and .o rg

Friends of the Duwamish Riverbend Hill:
Georgina Kerr, Sharon Nakata, Rosemary
Unterseher, Vicky Woods

Photo by Mark Levensky
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Working in partnership with King County, Cascade Land
Conservancy has protected 118 acres on Issaquah Creek. The
habitat quality is extraordinary, with trees of nearly old growth
stature, high-quality wetlands, and one of the most pristine
stretches of low-elevation creek remaining in King County. Over
a mile of prime salmon spawning habitat traverses the property.
Braided channels and large woody debris help to create a diverse
and healthy stream corridor.

“I have personally toured the site and recognize it as a rare
opportunity to preserve a reach that provides excellent salmonid
rearing and spawning areas,” said King County Councilmember
David Irons.

The mature forests and wetlands throughout this reach are
essential to water quality and quantity for all of Issaquah Creek
and its inhabitants. The creek and surrounding areas support a
diversity of fish and wildlife species, including endangered
Chinook, sockeye, and coho salmon, steelhead, kokanee, and
cutthroat, as well as black bears, elk, deer, cougars, bobcats, bald
eagles, peregrine falcons, herons, osprey, woodpeckers, and a
number of amphibians.

The conservation property, now called the Log Cabin Reach
Natural Area, is located just south of the City of Issaquah. It had
been identified by several different entities as a priority for its
habitat quality and importance to a key wildlife corridor. It helps
to link a number of established conservation areas, including the
14,500-acre Tiger Mountain State Forest to the northeast, Squak
Mountain State Park to the northwest, and the Taylor Mountain
Forest to the southeast. By virtue of its size, ecologic health, and
the threat of development, this conservation property will be a
highly significant addition to the open space system.

The property has historic values as well. Once known as “the
farm” and “Dick’s Dairy,” it includes a log cabin built by the
Wiltse family in the early 1930s. The cabin was constructed with

S a l m o n  S a n c t u a r i e s  I n i t i a t i v e

Extraordinary salmon habitat protected
on Issaquah Creek

Virginia Anderson and her sister Mimi MacDonald have just returned from a tour of our nation’s national
parks. The trip reinforced their decision to conserve their family’s property on Issaquah Creek. “I was so
pleased to see how our forefathers gave so much concern to this way back when,” said Mrs. Anderson.

The Issaquah Creek property had been in their family since 1951. “We think it’s so special and so beautiful,”
said Mrs. Anderson, who lives on Mercer Island. “All the children got to know more about nature.”

Mimi MacDonald, of La Mesa, California, has traveled the world to experience wildlife first hand. Still, she
treasures her memories of a childhood spent searching for beaver lodges and woodpeckers on her family’s
property. “I used to love walking through Issaquah Creek,” she said. “It’s important that it be conserved. 
I will always know that there’s a piece of land there in Washington that will be natural for the animals.”

cedar trees felled right on the property. A portion of the land was
used for dairy cows, supplying milk to nearby resorts at Lake
Wilderness and Lake Retreat. In more recent years, the owners
held annual family picnics at the cabin.

To complete the conservation transaction, the family donated
a portion of the value of the property, while additional funding
was secured from King County’s Conservation Futures Program,
King County Surface Water Management, and the Washington
State Salmon Recovery Funding Board. King County owns the
property, while Cascade Land Conservancy holds a stewardship
easement to help ensure that the ecological values of the property
are protected forever.
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Photo by Ray Meuse
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Cascade Land Conservancy recently
completed another acquisition adjoining
Meadowdale Beach Park and Lund’s
Gulch. Protection of these lands expands
and buffers the park, while increasing
protection for a salmon-bearing stream

that extends through the park to Puget Sound.  The stream
contains chum and coho salmon, as well as cutthroat trout, and
provides habitat for a variety of urban wildlife.

Meadowdale Beach Park is located at the west end of Lund’s
Gulch. The park includes over 100 acres of high-quality native
forest and offers miles of secluded trails that meander through
the forest down to the beach on Puget Sound. The latest acquisition
will allow the City of Lynnwood to develop access to the park
from the south.

“Lunds Gulch supports incredible habitat within the urban
area to the north of the City of Lynnwood,” said Duane Uusitalo,

SNOHOMISH COUNTY

CLCU R B A N
O P E N  S P A C E
P R O G R A M

Lund’s Gulch acquisition protects water quality
and native forest

Cascade Land Conservancy

president of Brackett’s Landing, the group that initially lobbied
for funding to protect these lands. “Protection of each additional
property is so important to the community, fisheries and wildlife
of the area. We are so appreciative that the City of Lynnwood,
together with Cascade Land Conservancy, have devoted so much
time and funding to protect the creek.”

Several years ago, the City of Lynnwood asked CLC to purchase
and protect a number of properties along Lund’s Gulch and
Meadowdale Beach Park. Two acquisitions are now complete,
and we are working to purchase another property at the headwaters
of the creek. Acquisition of this 12-acre site will conserve a diverse
forested wetland and will protect downstream water quality.

Funding for the acquisitions was provided by Snohomish
County’s Conservation Futures program. The City of Lynnwood
and the nonprofit Brackett’s Landing applied for funding jointly
and contracted with Cascade Land Conservancy to facilitate
the acquisitions.

www.ca s cade l and .o rg

Photo by Todd Parker
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In late July, CLC acquired 215 acres of agricultural floodplain
at Pearson Eddy on the lower Snoqualmie River, about a mile
above the confluence with the Snohomish River. This reach of
the Snoqualmie has been identified as a critical corridor for
Chinook and other salmonids migrating to spawning grounds.
It also has been prioritized as one of the Snohomish watershed’s
top focus areas for protection and restoration.

The Pearson Eddy properties are part of a large-scale conservation
effort to acquire and restore historic habitat on a total of 450
acres, including two miles on the Snoqualmie. These efforts
involve restoring hydrologic connectivity and processes to the
floodplain, opening significant off-channel rearing habitat, and
re-establishing palustrine (fresh water) wetlands. Restoration of
these lands will benefit six species of salmon, including endangered
Chinook, and will also improve habitat for over-wintering
populations of waterfowl, including threatened trumpeter swans.

CLC, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), and
Ducks Unlimited worked together to secure funds from the
Washington State Salmon Recovery Funding Board and the
NRCS Wetland Reserve Program. Funds also were provided
through a grant from The Boeing Company and a generous gift
from the late Patsy Collins. CLC owns the underlying fee while
NRCS owns a conservation easement on the property.

CLC purchased the land from the Rupard and DeJong families,
dairy farmers with a long history in the area.

“During my 42 years as a dairy farmer, I worked so hard to
keep those floodplains dry. I know how easily it floods,” said
Walt DeJong. “It’s going to make a tremendous wildlife refuge
when it is restored. You’ll see thousands of ducks out there.”

C O N S E R V A T I O N  U P D A T E

S a l m o n  S a n c t u a r i e s  I n i t i a t i v e

CLC acquires critical habitat on the lower
Snoqualmie River

The Pearson Eddy project will be enhanced by the land’s connection
to the Snohomish Basin Mitigation Bank, a 230-acre wetland complex
that will be fully restored. CLC is working on this adjacent project
with Habitat Bank LLC, which plans to restore the wetlands through
a Wetland Mitigation Bank, while CLC will hold a conservation easement.
 Mitigation banking is a system in which “credits” are created through
restoration, and then can be sold to compensate for impacts to other
wetlands.  Watch for an in-depth article on mitigation banking in an
upcoming issue of this newsletter.

Ove r  t he  nex t  f ew yea r s ,  NRCS ,  CLC  and  Ducks  Un l im i t ed  w i l l  be  wo rk i ng  t oge the r  t o  r e s to re  t he  f l oodp la i ns
to  the i r  h i s to r i c  cond i t i ons .  “Th i s  has  been  an  exc i t i ng  p ro jec t  f o r  CLC , ”  says  Peggy  B i l l ,  Sen io r  Conse rva t i on
D i r e c t o r  f o r  C L C .  “ B y  w o r k i n g  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  N R C S  a n d  D u c k s  U n l i m i t e d ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o
l e v e r a g e  s t a t e  S R F B  f u n d s  w i t h  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s ,  m a x i m i z i n g  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  r e s t o r e  a  l a r g e  a r e a .  N o w  t h a t
t h e  l a n d s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d ,  i t  w i l l  b e  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n . ”
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REGIONAL INITIATIVES

Cascade Land Conservancy is committed to preserving the
unique habitat along our region’s shorelines and estuaries, and
we have established a Nearshore Conservation Program that is
moving forward on several different fronts.

With assistance from generous partners and supporters, we are
conserving critically important estuary lands and riparian habitat
on the coast and Puget Sound. To date, we have preserved over
1,000 acres of these lands.  Another 4,000 acres are currently
under negotiation. We are finalizing a proposal to care for these
lands over the long term.

With grant support from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
we are facilitating conversations with stakeholders, and

Nearshore Conservation Program gains momentum
identifying common themes and specific action steps to protect
the nearshore environment in Puget Sound. Working with
local groups interested in conserving the nearshore environment,
Cascade Land Conservancy is committed to building
collaborative efforts that could leverage additional outcomes
and funding.

At Cascade Land Conservancy, we anticipate that the
Snohomish River estuary will emerge as important focus area
of our nearshore conservation efforts. Over the next few years,
we will be actively pursuing conservation properties that could
dramatically affect the habitat quality in the estuary.

F a c t s  a b o u t  E s t u a r i e s
Estuaries are bodies of water along our coasts that are

formed when fresh water from rivers flows into and mixes
with salt water from the ocean. This mixing of fresh and salt
water creates a unique environment that brims with life of all
kinds—a transition zone between the land and sea known as
an estuary, forming an ecosystem that contains more life per
square inch than the richest Midwest farmland.

Why are healthy estuaries important to us? Estuaries are
a critical source for much of our ocean life. Estuaries provide
essential habitat for over 75 percent of our nation’s commercial
fish catch. Fishing alone generates $111 billion yearly in
economic activity.

Estuaries are important to our quality of life and our health
for reasons other than jobs, healthy economies, and recreational
opportunities. The local bay or sound often serves as the focal
point for community life and traditions, hosting everything from
harvest festivals to busy ports. They also protect water quality,
are a center for research and education, and help stem the
erosion of our shoreline communities.

Reprinted with permission from Restore America’s Estuaries

Cascade Land Conservancy www.ca s cade l and .o rg

Mark Johnsen is chair of Cascade Land Conservancy’s Conservation Committee
and a partner with Karr Tuttle Campbell law firm. In addition to his governance
role, he has been contributing countless volunteer hours to CLC’s estuary
conservation efforts. “Protecting estuaries and other natural areas is the most
satisfying work I have ever done,” said Mark. “Selection of the best properties
and negotiations with landowners can be challenging but also a lot of fun. Preserving
these wild places just feels like the right thing to do.”

B o a r d  M e m b e r  S p o t l i g h t
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Photo by Maryanne Tagney Jones
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Seattle’s public forests are dying. Of the 3,700 acres of public
forest in the city limits of Seattle, 2,500 acres are heavily infested
with invasive plants such as English Ivy. If we don’t act now to
preserve Seattle’s green canopies, eight out of 10 trees in Seattle’s
neighborhood parks and greenbelts will be gone within 20 years.

These forests are critically important to everyone who lives
in and around Seattle. Urban forests are part of a complex
system that affects the air we breathe and the water we drink.
They provide tremendous opportunities for outdoor recreation
and exploring nature. They are home to numerous species of
urban wildlife.

While there have been many important and concerted efforts
over the last ten years to rid Seattle’s urban public forests of

invasive plants,
we are losing the
battle. Currently,
the collective
efforts of City
staff, non-profits
and community
volunteers have
the capacity to
remove invasive
plants on about
nine acres of trees
per year. If we
persist at this rate

over the next 20 years, only seven percent of Seattle’s public forest
will have been restored, while the remaining 93 percent will have
succumbed to invasive plants.

“If we do nothing, we are at risk of becoming the City “formerly
known as emerald,” said Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels.

For these reasons, Cascade Land Conservancy has collaborated
with the City of Seattle’s Office of Sustainability and the
Environment to create the Green Seattle Partnership (GSP). At
its peak, this initiative will be the largest urban reforestation
program in the country, and will create a model of public/private
partnership that can be replicated throughout our region. Working
with many non-profit partners and across city governmental
agencies, the Green Seattle Partnership has a comprehensive plan
to restore a total of 2,500 acres of Seattle’s most critical urban
forest in the next twenty years. Every year, the Green Seattle
Partnership will begin restoration of an additional 150 acres
through a four-year intensive process of invasive species removal,
native revegetation and site stewardship, to be followed by

STEWARDSHIP NEWS

CLC and City of Seattle launch the
Green Seattle Partnership

monitoring and adaptive
management until 2024.

Working with local non-
profits including EarthCorps
and the Washington Native
Plant Society, the program will
help to engage the city’s next
generation of conservation
stewards through youth
training and employment in
restoration activities. It will
also support and provide
coordination for the dedicated
“Friends of Forests” community organizations that already provide
a phenomenal 53,000 hours of community volunteer work in
Seattle’s forests.

Cascade Land Conservancy’s President Gene Duvernoy and
Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels jointly announced the Partnership
at CLC’s Conservation Awards Breakfast on May 18th.  A generous
donor has offered a challenge grant to raise money for this program,
and in the coming year, CLC members will have an opportunity
to participate.

Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels

Photo by Team
Photogenic

E s p r e s s o  V i v a c e  a n d  C L C  w o r k
t o  s e q u e s t e r  c a r b o n

Vivace owner David Schomer, in partnership with the
Cascade Land Conservancy's Land Stewardship Program, has planted
2000 native conifer trees in Seattle’s Interlaken Park. The planting took
place in March and included Western Red Cedar, Hemlock, and Sitka
Spruce. The planting was conducted by Cascade Land Conservancy staff,
EarthCorps crews, Friends of Interlaken Park, and community volunteers
recruited through Vivace’s staff and customers.

“I read the paper every day and never read any good news regarding
global warming, so I decided to make some.” says Schomer. “To me it is
a matter of taking responsibility for my own carbon generation and giving
something back to the city and its residents which have treated Espresso
Vivace so well.” 

Roasting coffee generates carbon dioxide (CO2) by burning natural
gas. Atmospheric carbon dioxide is one of the leading causes of global
warming. One way to resolve this problem is by capturing the atmospheric
carbon dioxide back into trees or plants.  Schomer, in coordination with
CLC Stewardship Director Pieter Bohen, has designed this small scale
carbon sequestration program with the goal of absorbing a similar amount
of carbon to Vivace’s annual output.  

(logo)
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NEWS AND EVENTS

2 0 0 4  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A w a r d s  B r e a k f a s t  a t t r a c t s  o v e r
1,000 a t t e n d e e s

On Tuesday, May 18, over 1,000 business leaders, elected officials and CLC members gathered at the Westin Hotel in Seattle to
celebrate conservation successes throughout the central Cascades region. The Conservation Awards Breakfast is Cascade Land
Conservancy’s annual opportunity to laud its partners and friends in the community, and to raise funds and awareness for land
conservation. Many thanks go to everyone who attended and supported this event, helping to raise a record $270,000!

This year, the theme of the breakfast was Forest, Water, Community: Making the Vision Real. The program honored our region’s
spectacular forests and abundant waterways, and the ways in which they give life to our human communities.

Cascade Land Conservancy paid tribute to a number of highly deserving individuals
and organizations at the event. These dedicated recipients contribute greatly to the
protection of our region’s natural environment. Working together with you, our members
and donors, we are all making the vision real.

We appreciate the participation and support of all the speakers who helped make
the event a success, including master of ceremonies Gerry Johnson, managing partner
of Preston Gates & Ellis; Greg Nickels, Mayor of Seattle; awards presenter James Vesely,
editorial page editor of The Seattle Times; and Bruce Williams, chairman and CEO
of HomeStreet Bank, his wife Gro Buer, and daughter Marina Williams. Board chair
John Howell, principal of Cedar River Group, gave the closing remarks, while CLC
President Gene Duvernoy briefed guests on several important conservation initiatives.

Joan Entiknap, Dan Evans and Mike Lowry

www.ca s cade l and .o rg
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Photo by TeamPhotogenic

“Dav is  Wr igh t  T rema ine  i s  p roud  to  be  a  sponso r  o f  the  Conse rva t ion  Awards
B reak fas t .  As  a  f i rm ,  we  be l i eve  Cascade  Land  Conse rvancy  i s  an  impo r t an t
con t r i b u t o r  t o  t he  commun i t y ,  and  we  a r e  p l eased  t o  s how ou r  s uppo r t
pub l i c l y  t h r ough  t h i s  even t . ”
—Jim Greenfield, Partner, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
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C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  2 0 0 4  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A w a r d  R e c i p i e n t s

M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  s p o n s o r s
Dennis Anderson, Chair Cultural Committee,
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, presents award
to Dave Atcheson, TCCP

Over $120,000 in cash and in-kind contributions were
donated by corporate sponsors, so every dollar given
at the event was fully dedicated to CLC’s mission.

Principal Sponsor

Conservation Sponsor

Audio Visual Sponsor

Coffee Sponsor

Award Sponsors

F r a n k  P r i t c h a r d  L i f e t i m e  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d
(Sponsored by HomeStreet Bank):
Former Governors Dan Evans and Mike Lowry, for founding the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition.
C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  A w a r d
(Sponsored by Puget Sound Energy):
Wade and Tania Holden, Friends of the Trail, for cleaning up thousands of acres of public lands and waterways.
I n n o v a t i v e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  P r o j e c t  A w a r d
(Sponsored by the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe):
The Cascades Conservation Partnership, for protecting over 34,000 acres of privately owned forests
that link the Alpine Lakes to Mount Rainier.
N e w  D i r e c t i o n s  i n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A w a r d
(Sponsored by Master Builders Association of King and  Snohomish Counties)
REI, for its commitment to Green Architecture.
J o h n  S t a n f o r d  E d u c a t i o n  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d
(Sponsored by WRQ):
Wild Wise program at Woodland Park Zoo, for reaching out to tomorrow’s conservationists across
Washington state.
S p e c i a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A w a r d :
King County Water and Land Resources Division, for regional leadership in habitat conservation.

Photo by Team
Photogenic

Partner Sponsors
The Boeing Company
Buck & Gordon LLP
The Campbell Group
Hancock Timber Resource Group
Karr Tuttle Campbell
Labor Ready Inc.
Money Tree Inc.
Pacific Northwest Title
Plum Creek Timber Company
Port Blakely Communities
REI
Vulcan, Inc.

Table Sponsors
Ken Alhadeff
Allen & Company LLP
ATOFINA Chemicals Inc.
Barclay Dean Construction
Burnstead Construction
Cadman
Cocker Fennessy Inc.
Congressman Norm Dicks
M. J. Durkan Inc.
Gene Duvernoy
EverTrust Bank
The Fearey Group
Forest Legacy Investments
Forestland Marketing
Frank Russell Company
Green Diamond Resource Company
Habitat Bank

Hillis Clark Martin & Peterson
International Forestry Consultants
Merrill & Ring
Miller Nash LLP
Denny Miller Associates Inc.
Mundy Associates, LLC
Northwest Resource Management Group
Steve Ohlenkamp
Pacific Portfolio Consulting
Polygon Northwest
Port of Seattle
Pyramid Communications
Quadrant Corporation
Mike Racine
Seattle-Northwest Securities Corp.
Seattle Post Intelligencer
SHADOW
Stricker Cato Murphy
Maryanne Tagney Jones
Talus
Tousley Brain Stephens PLLC
Western Wireless
Weyerhaeuser Company
Woodland Park Zoo

Also thanks to our in-kind sponsors:
Gallery Frames; Mountains to Sound Greenway
Trust; Dan Myers, musical performer and
recording artist; and Olympic Nursery!
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On March 15, CLC gathered 250 guests for breakfast at the
Everett Events Center to support local conservation efforts and
to hear keynote speaker Senator Patty Murray.

“I’m proud that the CLC has brought together so many people
to protect our region’s wild and open spaces,” said Senator Murray.

Other special guests included Snohomish County Executive
Aaron Reardon and Congressman Rick Larsen. Both added their
words of support for CLC’s local and regional conservation
programs. Herman Williams, Jr., Chairman of the Tulalip Tribes,
introduced former County Executive Bob Drewel, who is currently
the executive director of Puget Sound Regional Council. He gave
a highly persuasive request for support. Larry Ehl, federal liaison
with Washington State Department of Transportation and a CLC
Board member, served as master of ceremonies. Board member
Peter Jackson and Community Trustee Dave Ward co-presented
a conservation award to Sally van Niel (see insert). CLC President
Gene Duvernoy and Snohomish County Senior Conservation
Director Peggy Bill gave guests an update on emerging
conservation projects in the county.

The Snohomish County Conservation Breakfast raised $35,000
in support of land conservation.

NEWS AND EVENTS

Public officials and community members back
conservation in Snohomish County

In May, CLC President Gene Duvernoy was presented with the James R. Ellis Regional Leadership Award by the
Municipal League of King County. The award honors individuals who have contributed significant leadership to the
region in the examination of regional public policy problems and solutions.

In accepting the award, Gene began by paraphrasing Senator Lloyd Bentsen, in his famous vice-presidential
debate: “I’ve known Jim Ellis and I’m the first to say to you all that I’m no Jim Ellis. But that is not to say I haven’t
learned by working with Jim. I’ve watched Jim take ideas I thought were cockamamie, and time and again
demonstrate not only that they were doable, but extremely beneficial to the region.” He continued, “I really do have
one of the best jobs in the region and this award deserves to be shared among Cascade Land Conservancy’s Board
members, community trustees and staff.”

C L C  P r e s i d e n t
r e c e i v e s
M u n i  L e a g u e
a w a r d

Many thanks to all of our members, donors and sponsors for
making the breakfast a great success.

Phil and Laura Zalesky Lifetime
Achievement Award

Sally van Niel is the
consummate Naturalist: a
biologist, who can tell us the
meaning of a warbler’s song or
describe the metamorphosis of
a sand dollar, a poet, who still
shakes in anticipation of
nature’s wonders, a citizen,
who for years has told us the
meaning of these things to the
greater good, a teacher, whose
insight, rigor, and passion have
graced a generation of students, and a reminder, of our place in
this world and of the gifts that one thoughtful, committed human
being can leave for future generations.

Sally van Niel and Dave Ward

www.ca s cade l and .o rg

Principal  Sponsor

Video Sponsor
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Award Sponsor
Langabeer McKernan Burnett & Co. CPAs

Partner Sponsors
The Boeing Company
Cadman
Sea-Real Corporation / Nysether Family
Skotdal Real Estate

Table Sponsors
Bank of America
Clark Group
Steve Dean
Habitat Bank
International Forestry
Peter Jackson
Ralph Mackey

In-Kind Support
TeamPhotogenic

Many thanks to our sponsors

Photo by Team
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John Howell, Senator Patty Murray, Gene Duvernoy and Bruce Williams
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INFORMATION

Gene Duvernoy
President
(206) 292-5907 ext. 107
gened@cascadeland.org
Leslie Batten
Project Associate
(206) 292-5907 ext. 116
leslieb@cascadeland.org
Katie Benham
Development Assistant
(206) 292-5907 ext. 113
katieb@cascadeland.org
Peggy Bill
Senior Conservation Director,
Snohomish County
Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 105
Snohomish County Office: (425) 339-8007
peggyb@cascadeland.org
Derek Birnie
Community Outreach Program Manager
(206) 292-5907 ext. 114
derekb@cascadeland.org
Pieter Bohen
Stewardship Director
(206) 292-5907 ext. 115
pieterb@cascadeland.org
Michelle Connor
Vice President, Conservation Programs
(206) 292-5907 ext. 106
michellec@cascadeland.org
Deb Crespin
Vice President for Development
(206) 292-5907 ext. 111
debc@cascadeland.org
Ryan Dicks
Pierce County Conservation Director
Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 110
Pierce County office: (253) 350-1560
ryand@cascadeland.org
Matthew Gray
Development Manager
(206) 292-5907 ext. 113
mattg@cascadeland.org
Lindsay Malone
Receptionist
(206) 292-5907 ext. 101
lindsaym@cascadeland.org
Julie Mass
Finance Director
(206) 292-5907 ext. 103
juliem@cascadeland.org
Chip Nevins
Senior Conservation Director, King County
(206) 292-5907 ext. 109
chipn@cascadeland.org
Charlie Raines
Foothills Forest Initiative
(206) 523-1347
ccraines@comcast.net
Carol Ann Roan
Executive Assistant
(206) 292-5907 ext. 102
carolr@cascadeland.org
Anne Watanabe
Kittitas County Conservation Director
Seattle Office: (206) 292-5907 ext. 117
Kittitas County Office: (509) 962-1654
annew@cascadeland.org

Staf f  and  Consul t ing  Sta f f
Leslie Batten joined CLC this year as Project Associate. Her background is in biology

and geographic information systems. She has spent time roaming the desert looking for
lizards, mapping trails for the City of Mercer Island, and most recently, working as a planning
technician with Puget Sound Regional Council. Currently, she works with the conservation
and stewardship departments to help with acquisitions and land management.

In late 2003, Derek Birnie joined Cascade Land
Conservancy as our Community Outreach Program
Manager, with principal responsibility for CLC’s
outreach and volunteer programs. A native of
Tacoma and an Evergreen graduate, he served as
Executive Director of Montana People’s Action,
and has directed the development and
communications program for the Northwest
Federation of Community Organizations. He has
strong experience working with community volunteers and a passion for climbing
and wilderness.

In March, Julie Mass joined CLC as our new Finance Director. As a CPA and attorney,
Julie has a strong background in accounting and auditing. For seven years, she was a special
agent for the Washington State Gambling Commission, and spent much of her time there
working with non-profit organizations. Subsequently, she worked for the Washington State
Bar Association while completing her law degree, but has since decided to return to finance
and accounting. Julie and her husband Todd enjoy spending time with their 18-month-
old daughter Katie, as well as fly fishing, camping, hiking, and other outdoor activities.

Lindsay Malone is CLC’s new receptionist. She is a graduate of the University of
Washington, where she studied zoology, political science and journalism. Since graduation,
she has been a field technician for the Wildlife Science group in the College of Forest
Resources, and an office assistant for the Medical Scientist Training Program at UW. A past
internship with the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition spurred her interest in
working for an environmental non-profit like Cascade Land Conservancy.

Anne Watanabe has joined Cascade Land Conservancy as our new Kittitas County
Conservation Director. Anne has over 15 years experience working on natural resource law
and policy issues in the Columbia River Basin, and has worked extensively with the Columbia
River Treaty Tribes on water quality, fisheries and environmental restoration and remediation
projects. She has worked on environmental legislation at the state and federal levels, and
has worked extensively with land use, recreation and real estate issues. Anne is a licensed
attorney in both Washington and Oregon states, and holds a Washington State real estate
license. Anne and her husband, Lynn Hatcher, have recently relocated from the Yakima area
to the beautiful Kittitas Valley.

Cascade Land Conservancy
recently bid farewell to Jennifer
Rickards, the organization’s
first development director.
Jennifer and her family have
moved to Walla Walla, where
she will be director of
foundation and corporate
relations for Whitman College.

Lindsay Malone, Julie Mass, Derek Birnie, Leslie Batten

Anne Watanabe near her home in the
Teanaway Valley
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