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Cascade Land Conservancy

Duwamish Riverbend Hill Phase I:  Landscape Design Project

11/28/07 ***DEADLINE EXTENDED***
Request for Qualifications:

Cascade Land Conservancy seeks a qualified consultant to provide landscape architecture services for Phase I site development at Duwamish Riverbend Hill, a cultural preserve on the Duwamish River in Tukwila.  Project tasks are described below.  The project’s timeline is anticipated to be January – December 2008, with substantial completion of the design process by June 30, 2008.   Interested firms are invited to submit their qualifications specified below to Cascade Land Conservancy by December 28, 2007.  

General project information:   

In 2001, the Cascade Land Conservancy (CLC), the City of Tukwila, and a local citizens group called Friends of the Hill formed an alliance to work for the preservation of an 8.6-acre undeveloped parcel of land on the Duwamish River known historically as Poverty Hill.  This property, now called Duwamish Riverbend Hill, consists of an unusual outcropping of bedrock rising above the Duwamish River and 600 feet of river shoreline.  The property is culturally significant for its association with Southern Puget Sound Salish oral tradition and mythology, as a key location in the stories collectively known as the “Epic of the Winds.”   CLC purchased the property in 2004, and transferred it to the City of Tukwila for long-term management as that city’s first cultural preserve, while retaining ownership status through a stewardship easement.  CLC and the City of Tukwila are in the process of raising funds to support design and construction of site infrastructure, and environmental restoration activities, which will make it possible to open the property to the public and interpret the cultural significance of the site.  A Master Plan outlining site conditions, a concept plan, project phases and other aspects of site development was recently completed by Jones + Jones Architecture and Landscape Architects, and is posted at www.duwamishhill.org.   

Phase I Site Development will focus on implementation of the Master Plan through design and planning of the following project elements: 

· Neighborhood trailhead;

· Viewpoint access, seating, safety issues and other improvements;

· Interpretive markers (design and location);

· Trails from street level to viewpoints;

· Amphitheater (gathering area for group programs);

· Buffer from adjacent shooting range;

· Planting along the trail corridors, at key viewpoints and other strategic locations;

· Interim parking and arrival area, including signage, kiosks and fencing.

In addition to development design solutions for the above project elements, the selected firm will be asked to:

· Identify the project’s geotechnical needs and assist in selecting a contractor with appropriate geotechnical expertise;

· Work collaboratively with the selected archaeological contractor to ensure that proposed site enhancements do not adversely affect cultural resources;

· Provide input and evaluation related to site clean up to be undertaken by current leaseholder;

· Coordinate with City of Tukwila staff on permit submittal and review;

· Work collaboratively with artists, educators, heritage specialist, native plant experts and other community members on project elements described above as well as interpretive content related to those elements; 

· Participate in the selection and evaluation of trail design-build company, landscape contractors and other service providers during implementation of Phase I design;

· Provide input regarding project team’s fund raising efforts, including review of grant applications and related activities.  

Community involvement is an important part of the project, and will likely include:  

· Several stakeholder or management team meetings;

· At least one public open house after completion of design development;

· Presentations as needed to Tukwila City Council, Tribal leaders, and other key stakeholders; and

· Guidance for volunteer groups working to remove invasive plants, restore native plants, and related work during implementation of Phase I design.

Project will include pre-design, schematic design, design development, preparation of construction documents, and construction review for Phase I.  Deliverables will include rendered site plans for each development stage, and appropriate construction documents.  Design work may be expanded to include later phases as funding becomes available; however, the selection process for design services at this time is focused on Phase I.  

Selection will be based on the following criteria: 

· Respondent’s project approach and understanding;

· Experience of key team members with communities and agencies on similar projects, including experience in consultation with Indian Tribes in the Puget Sound area; 

· Demonstrated willingness to work with volunteers to implement portions of the project as appropriate; and

· Expertise with restoration of landscapes including those with cultural and ecological significance and those with complex hydrology.

Submittal Information – to respond to this RFQ, please submit the following:

· Cover letter outlining your project team’s understanding and approach to the project;

· Firm profile and resumes for key project team members; 
· Descriptions and illustrations of similar projects by key project team members; and

· References, including contact information, for public or private sector clients who can discuss project team’s performance on similar projects (i.e., on schedule, within cost limit, originality of approach, handling special circumstances, sensitivity to local issues).

Please provide five bound printed copies of the above information and a CD with a digital copy.  Interested firms are limited to not more than 20 8.5x11 printed pages (10 double-sided pages) including cover letter, covers not included, recycled paper recommended.  

Responses are due by 4:30 PM, Friday, December 28, 2007 to: Hayes Swinney, Land Stewardship Director, Cascade Land Conservancy, 615 Second Ave, Suite 625, Seattle, WA 98104.  For more information, contact Ms. Swinney at hayess@cascadeland.org or 206.905.6909. 
